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To the Conforming Pariſhioners of 
 EOTESBACH in the County of Leiceſter, | 
Dearly Beloved in Chriſt, 3 
| Crording to the Directions of my Bleſſed 
4 Maſter and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt intimated 
nie Parable of the Loſt Sheep (Luke 
1. 3, &c.) I did upon my Settling among you make 
ut my Firſt and Principal Buſes to Seek and Bring 
back Such as had Gone aſtray from the Flock com- 
, i Df el 
A ſoon as I had by God's bleſſing been enabled to 
diſcharge that Branch of my Paſtoral Duty as far 
forth as is iucumbent on me: ſet my ſelf to con- 


ſider, what way {beſides the Ordinary performance 1 


of my Miniſterial Function) I might be moſt ſer. 
 wiceable in Promoting the Eternal Salvation of Thoſe 


among you, whom God hath been pleaſed to Pre. 


ſerve from (Cutting themſelves off from, or) For- 
Feiting the Great and Glorious Priviledoes belonging 
Zo his Church, by Schiſm or à needleſs Separation | 
from the Apoltolical Church of Englapd. 

After mature deliberation hereupon, as I Judeed 
uo way more Likely to promote ſo Great an End,than 
giving you aPlain Account of the Grounds of our 
molt Holy Religion, and that with a peculiar Re- 

ſpe to your Circumſtances of Life: ſo 7 conld not 
think of a Better method to Guide my ſelf by, than 
That obſerued in that Admirable Summary of 

_ Chriſtian Religion, Our Church-Catechiſm : hic 
though it be taught Young Children, becauſe it 
contains what is moſt Neceſſary and ſo tm the Firlt 

place 7o be Known and Practiſed, yet is 7 no means 

to be Loot d on as Below the molt Age w_ we 
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The DEDICATION; 


Chriſtian, becauſe it contains the Stor; Deftrines 
/ Chriſtianity both as to Belief and 


ractice, and 


| aqvbich therefore require our Continual Study and 
| moſt Perfect Knowleds and Underſlanding, 
Upon theſe Con/aqeratious I ſet my ſelf to Review 
the Severa ; 
techiſm, and to make ſuch Additions and other Al. 
' gerations as L judged Requiſite in order to Compile | 
| or put them together into One Plain Syſtem or Body 
of Chriſtianity, more particularly adapted to your 
Uſe and Benefit. I hich having done, I now Pre- 
ſent 7he ſaid Book to you, as a Pledge of my Paſtoral 
Care over you, or a Token of my Sincere and Ten- 
der Concern for your Eternal Salvation ; and defire 
yon 70 Accept and Make ule of it as Such, by Faith- | 
fully Reading it again and again, and Conſcientiouſly | 
Following the Rules therein contained. 4 


Lectures I had given you on the ſaid Ca- 


Which that you may the Better be enabled to Do, 


1 bave Compiled Prayers adapted to the ſeveral (Ae. 
guiſtte) Ages of Perſons, and 17 Common Occa- 


ſions; which if faithfully made uſe of by you, will 
( 7 doubt not but) procure God's Grace and Bleſſing 


upon you, ſo as to enable you to Live Virtuouſly and 
| Godly in this Life, and thereby to fit and prepare 
you far to Live for ever Happily and Gloriouſſy 


with God zu the Life to come. 


+ The Attainment of which Bliſiful State, asitis | 

vat I Pray for without ceaſing to Cod on your Be- 
half; ja { bumibly and beartily Deſire the Prayers | 
of you (and All Good Chriftians) for the ſame on the || 
— SR" 


J Your Faithful, tho? moſt Unworthy, 
. Cotesbach. Paſtor and Miniſter in Chriſt, 

Nov. 1 F. 1706. a * 1 

EDWARD WELLS. 
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Common Chriſtian 
KRightly and Plainly Inſtructed in 
The Grounds of Chriſtianity - 


OR, 


An Expoſe tow on the Churek Catechiſm. , 
more particularly adapted to the Capacities 
a Circumſtances of the Common: People. 


i The INTRODUCTION. 
Queſtion. HAT is commonly underſtood by 


a Catechiſm? 

5 1 By a Catechiſm is commonly underſtood. 
an Inſtruftion by way of Azeſtion and Anſwer in the 
Principles (that is, ſuch things as are Firſt or Chiefly 
to be known) of the Chriſtian Religion. 
- g 2 What are the Principles of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion 
A. They are in general the Goſpel-Covenant and the 


_ 2 Grace. 


hat is underſtood by the Geſpel. Covenant KL 

I By the Goſpel- Covenant is underſtood that Cove- 
%ant which God has made known to Mankind in the 
Goſp:l, and into which we are admitted by Baptiſm, 
whence it is alſo called the Baptiſmal Covenant. 
- £2. Youſay that the other General Principle of the 
Chriſtian Religion is the Means of Grace; tell me 
therefore in the firſt place, what the word Grace does 


13 gnify? 


A. The word Grace does properly ſignify the ſame 

28 (a) Faveur, in which Senſe it is frequently mee 
with in the Bible. Bur it is alſo taken in the Holy 
ne and n in our Books of Devotion, to 
7 | | ſignify 
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ſignify more particularly the (b) Afiftance of the Holy 
Spirit, and (c) All ſuch Gifts and 8 as are 


Catechiſm? 


in a more eſpecial manner wrought in us by the Cen- 


ceurrence of the Holy Spirit: and hence it is that Faith, 
Hope, and Charity are commonly ftiled Chriſtian or Spi- 
ritnal Grates. (a] Luk. 1. 30. and 2. 52. Rom. 3. 24, 
Eph. 1. 7. and 2. 7, 8, 9. (b) Job. 1. 17. 4 15. 11 


Rom. I. 7. and in the Salutations of the other Epiſtles, 
x Cor. 15. 10. (c) Rom. 1.5. and 12. 3. and 15. 15. 


5 Gal. 2. 8, 9. 1 Pet. 5. 3. 


2 Having ſeen what is meant by Grace, tell me 
now what is underſtood by the Meant of Grace? 


A. By the Meant of Grace are to be underſtood ſuch 
Things as God has injoyned us to Obſerve and Do, 


in order to obtain the Aſiftance of the Holy Spirit, and 


(together with its Concurrence) to beget and in- 
creaſe in us the ſeveral Chriſtian Graces, and thereby 
ro increaſe, and for ever ſecure to us God infinite 


Grace or Favour. | 


D. Does the Church-Catechiſm inſtruct you in the 
Knowledge of the Goſpel Covenant, and of the Means 
. of Gras 2 1 * 
- A. It does fo, and that in a Plain and Eaſy man- 
ner, and after an Excellent Method. Wh 


. What is the Merhod followed in the Church- 

A. It is this: Firſt, It does in general teach us the 
Terms or Conditions of the Goſpel- Covenant both on 
God's and Man's part, and alſo the Neceſſity of Care- 


fully uſing the Mean: of Grace; and this it does in the 


four firſt Queſtions and Anſwers. Secondly, It more 


particularly and fully inſtructs us as to the three Bran- 


ches of that part of the Goſpel-Covenant which belongs 
to us Mes namely. what we are to Believe, and what 


ue are to Do and Not to Do; and this it does in the 
ſeven next Queſtions and Anſwers. Laſtly, in its 


remaining part, It does more particularly and fully 
inſtruct us in thoſe two principal Means of Grace, 
namely, Prayer and the Sacraments,  _- 


$ % . . of . * a . 
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1 
of the Church- Catechiſm, 


Wherein are taught in general the Terms 
2 * Golrel-Coventie: and the Ne- 
ceffity of N "fog i od Means of 
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eat i 1. Reer we this now to ts OY 
Catechi iy it felf; I demand therefore, 


= "Raw. or 
Bs What the Name which is ber demanded « 
Ou: | 
7 A. Tis t my Chriſftion Name. ys 
N. Why is it called your Chriſtian Name? 
A. Becauſe it was given me, when I was made 4 
Chriſtian. 
hy doth the Church-Catechi ſm begin with this 
Queſtion, What is your Name ? 
A. For two very ry good ood Reaſons : Firſt, Becauſe it 
is the moſt Eaſy Queſtion for Children (either in Age 
or Unde farting) to give an Anſwer to: Second!y, 
Becauſe it is a weft Proper Queſtion ro make way for 
mentioning the  Goſpel-Covenant ; foraſmuch as our 
Chriſtian Names are given to us, "when we were ad- 


mitted into the Goſpel-Covenant, and that in Confor- 


mity to the Practice (d) of God himſelf and of his 
(e) Church ever after. (d) Gen. 17. 3, * 15. 2 Gen. 
21. 3, 4. LateT. . uad 3. 14. 1 
2. Who gave pou this M ame: 
A. hy Godfathers and Godmothers in my r Ba. 
pln, wherein I was made „ ok Chet 
i 
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222 end en Inheritor of the Kingdom of - 


| 2 What relates to Godfathers and Godmother: ſhall 
be explained under the Szcr, * of Baptiſm: We 
hall ar preſent conſider whar more immediately re- 


lates © ks Ceſpel- Covenant ; Lask thetefore, What 
Part of the Goſpel-Covenant is it, r we are taught 
in the for oing * 

+ by God dt 


WR” _ har: e He 
dur Bapt;/im,.. namely, Thoſe Priv or Benefits = 
Which ch God then makes over to us, 3 d which ate in 
{ oat theſe three; That we. as then made made Mem- 
| ; of Chrif, Children ot God, aud Juheritors of 
11 Conkideration of 
| may we e 
ji the Great Benefits; Kral oy Baptifon ?' 
ii 4. From the Conſideration ans ue may learn, 
| that it moſt highly concerns us to Duly Baptized 
4 iin all reſpetts, and [particularly by fach Perſons a as are 
| | : Duly 1 to Baptize. 
. Whar then is to be thought of ſuch Parents, as 
have the Outward Form of Ba 4 F. adminiſtred to their 
Children by the hands of Kun or Inaepen- 
dent Teachers in this Kingdom ? * | 
A. That they have not a Due regard for the Eternal 
welfare of their Children, fince they will not uſe 
the Right and Due Means to Secure to their Children 
the Ineſſimable Benefits of Baptiſm. 
2. What is to be thought of ſach as have received 
the Outward Form of Baptiſm by the hands of the ſaid 


 Presbyterian or Independent T 
A It moſt nearl oor Tens * (when they are 


come to Years of Diſcretion)” impartially to con- 
* ſider, what Pretenſions they gan have to the Benefit: 
| of Baptiſm, ſince the Form thereof was adminiſtred to 
| _ by Such as had not Dut Power to adminiſter the 
Ame. 
Having explained what belongs to the Bendfics 
of 7a in general or taken 3 let us we 0 
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ceed to the Explanation of each Benefit taken di- 
ſtinctly or by ir ſelf: To begin therefore with the 
Firſt, tell me how we are in Baptiſm made Members 

of Chrift? _ 5 1 


A. Becauſe we are thereby admitted into Chriſt's 


Church, which is his Body. Eph. 1. 22, 23. 1 Cor. 12.13. 
Q. What may be gathered from this Benefit of 
Baptiſm being mentioned in the firſt Place? 


A. Thar accordin 


Benefits do altogether de- 


"S's. Tenour of the Geſpel- 


pend upon This, and therefore belong only to ſuch 
as are = 5 | 

: -. _ 
been duly Baptized, and fo admitted into Chriſt's 


Church, do afterwards Separate themſelves from the 
fame? 3 © : 


ers of Chriſt's Church, I 
then is to be thought of Such as having 


A. "Tis evident even to a Common and Unpreju- 


diced underſtanding, that they do thereby likewiſe 
Separate, or cut themſelves off, from Al the Benefits 
5 3 to Chriſt's Church. . 
2 


ho are thoſe that Separate themſelves from 
Chriſt's Church? 5 Of 
A. Every one that Separates himſelf from that True 
Part of Chriſt's Charch, which is planted in the King- 


dom or Country to which he belongs. 


. How may it be made plaialy appear, that Who- 
ſoever Separates himſelf from'that True Part of Chriſt”; 
urch which he belongs, does thereby Separate 

from the Whole Church of Chriſt? 

may be made appear from that Compariſon 
| ripture) of the Church to a (h) Vine. For as 
Any ſingle Shoot, or Leaf, being Separated from That 


Branch to which it belongs is thereby Separated from 


the Whole Vine, and All the Influences of the Vine ; 
ſo Any Perſon that Separates himfelf from That True 
National Church whereunto he belongs, does 2 


1 Separate himſelf from the Whole Church of Chriſt and 
All the Beneſits thereunto belonging. (h) Pſalm go. 
8, 14. Iſei. 5. 2. Jer. 21. &. 70h. 15. 1, 4, 5. 


SB. 43, f 9. Whit 


4 
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Q. What then may be hence learnt as to the Caſe 
of the Diſenters and S:paratiſts from the Church of 
England * CT gt, 
4A Thar their Caſe is very Sad and Deplorable : 
foraſmuch as by Separating themſelves from the Church 
of England (which is, and they themſelves, at leaſt the 


moſt Wiſe and Sober cf them, Own to be a True Part 


of Chriſt's Church) they do thereby Separate them- 


ſelves from the Whole Chrifkggn Church, and ſo for- 


feit All juſt Claim and TW to the Priviledges and 


| Benefits thereof, and conſequently to Eternal Salva ö 
„ VVV 


Having thus explained what belongs to the 


Firſt Benefit of Baptiſm, proceed we now to explain 


the Second Benefit thereof : I ask therefore, Ho 


are we made in our Baptiſm Children of God? 


A. By Aloption, that is, inaſmuch as though by © 
Nature we are Sinners, and ſo Enemies to God, vet 
God is pleaſed to Adopt, or Take and Own, us for his 
beloved Children, on account of the Covenant we 
make with him at our Baptiſm, Gal. 4. 5. Eph. 1. 15. 


Gal. 3. 26, 27. 


3 How are we made at our Baptiſin Jnheritors 
of the Kingdom of Beaven ? 


4. Becaute God does then and thereby give us 2 
ſure Right and Title to the ſaid Inheritance; and does 
pur us into ſuch a State, as that we ſhall by no means * 
fall of Inhcriting the Kingdom of Heaven, if we do not 


fail of Performing that Part of rbe Covenant, which 
was promiſed at our Baptiſm by our Godfathers and 
Godmathers. Tit. 4. 5,6, 7. Rom. 8. 16, 17. Joh. 3.36. 


Q. 3. Whar did your Godfathers and Godmothers 


then for pon? 


A. They did pzomile and vow thee things in my 


Name : 


Fiſt, That J ſhould renounce the Devil and All 


his Works; the pomps and vanities of this Wicked 
World; and All rhe Cnful luſts of the fl 


+* 


Sccondiy. That 2 ſhould believe All the Articles 
ok the Thrictian Faith. Add _ Thirdly, 


äÿIl 5x” a © at 
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Thirdly, That I ſhould keep God's holy Will and 
Commandments, and walk i in the ſame Ait the days 
of mp Life, 

What is to be learnt in general From this Own 
part of the Goſpe!-Covenant, or (as it is peculiarly 
called) Our Bapti ſmal Vow ? 

A. That (tho' the Promiſes of the Gof pel do be- 
long only to ſuch as are Members of Chriſt's Church, yet) 
Our being Member; of Chrift's Church is not Mlene Suf- 
\ ficient to make us Partakers of the ſaid Promiſes ; 
but We muſt alſo be Sincerely Careful to Pe rfor n Our 
Baptiſmal . 

2. What is to be learnt in particular * che 
Firſt Branch of (Our part of the Bapr/ {mal Covenant, 
or) Our Baptiſmal Vow ? | | 

A. That there are Three things which are apt to 
Hinder and Withdraw us from our Duty, and which 
therefore are called our Three Spiritual Euemiet, and 

are to be Renounced by us, namely, the Devil, the 
World, and the Heſb. 


2A. What is meant by Benouncing theſe our three 
Spiritus Enemies? 


A. By Renouncing them is meant our Drteſtäng 
and Abhorring them izwardly in our Hearts, and Not 


1 Following or being Led by them Outw. raly in our 


Lives and Practice. 

What is meant by the Devil ? 

A. The Devil is a name given in common to (1) 
All the Faln or Evil Angels, but more eſpecially to the 
(D Chief of them. (i) 2 Pet. 2. 4. Mar. 12 24, 27. 
(k) Mat. 25. 41. of 

Why are we'to nne the Devil! 2 
A Becauſe he hears an Irreconcilab!] e Hatred againſt 
us, whence he is called (1) Satan : and out of ſuch 
his Hatred is always (m) ſeeking ro Deſtroy us, 
namely, firſt by (n) Tempting us to Sin againſt God, 
_ whence he is called the (n) Temprer 3 and after- 
wards (if we yield to his Temptations) by (o) Im- 
pleading and ( p) . us to God s Juſtice he 
c 


131 
the ſame, whence he is called ( o) our 1»pleader 01 
Adverſary, and (p) the Devil or Accuſer. (1) 1 Chron. 
21. 1. Job 1. 6, 7, 8, 9, 12. and 2. 4, 6. 1 Theſ. 2.18. 
(m) 1 Pet. 5. 8. (n) Mark 1. 13. 1 Cor. 7. 5. Mat. 4. 3. 
1 Theſſ. 3. 5. (o) 1 Pet. 5. 8. (p) Rev. 12. 10. 


©. What may be learat from the foregoing account F 


of our Firſt Spiritual Enemy, the Devil ? 


A. From it may be learnt the Great Folly and Mad- i 


neſs of ſuch as willingly or eaſily yield to his Temp- 
rations, ſince he thereby deſigns the Utter Ruin and 
Deſtruction both of their Bodies and Souls. 
_—_ 5 8 is to be underſtood by the Works ot the 
vi 5 
A. By the works of the Devil may be underſtood 
in wes (q) All manner of Sin: (foraſmuch as 
the Devil is the Author of all Sin, in that (q) he 
with his Companions Firſt ſinned, then (r) Tempted ? 
and prevailed on Adam and Eve to fin, and hou (s) 3 


— Mill continue. to Tempt all their Poſterity to fin. ) 


But by them are underſtood more particularly ſuch 


Sins as have a more immediate relation to the Devil, 


as (t) Idolatry, Witchcraft, Pride, Malice, Lying, Sc. 
(a) x Joh. 3. 8. (r) 2 Cor. 11. 3. (s) Eph. . 2x, 22. | 
1 Pet. 5. 8. (0 1 Job. f. 21. 1 Tim. 3.6 Joh. 8. 44. 2 
As 1 L 1 9. Jam. 3. 14, Ig. = 
roceed we now to our Second Spiritual Ene- | 

| 3 What is meant by the Wicked Wor id? 5 
A. The World (not as it is in it ſelf or was made 
by God, for ſo it is (u) very Good, but) conſidered 
as it is to be Renounced by us, that i is, whenever it 
is like to prove (x) the Occaſion of our being drawn 
into Wickedneſs for thè fake of ſomething we either 


Enjoy or Deſire therein. (u) Gen. 1. 31. (x) 1 John 11 


2. 15. Jam. 4. 4. Gal. 1. 4 

e What is to be anderficod by the Pomps of 
the World? 
A. All Extravagancy i in Apparel or any other Out- 
ward Appearance, above what is agreeable to our 
Rank or Condition. 
A. What 


1 


3 


* 
- 
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2 What may be learnt from hence as to the ge- 


g neral practice of the Common Sort of People now 
a - days? 3 OW 


4, That they are guilty of a Breach of their Bap- 


J tiſmal Vom, and thereby of Sin, whilſt they lay out 
too much in Cloaths, and go mach Finer than is ſuitable 
to their Rank and Condition. 1 Job. 2. 16. | 


N What is to be underſtood by che Uanities of 
A. All the Fain ways of mil-ſpending our Time; 
but more eſpecially ſuch Shows, or (as they are com- 


3 monly, bur very improperly, called) Sports or Pa- 
ſtimes, as have been derived down to us from the 
very Heathens, and are Unbecoming Chriſtians to be 
2 Preſent at, and were therefore Abſt ained from our of 
2 Conſcience by the (y) Primitive and Beſt Chriſtians ; 
of which ſort are Baiting of Beaſts, Fencing, &c. (y) Dr. 
Cave j Primitive Chriſtianity, p 258, 259. 5 


Come we now to the laſt of our three Spiri- 


} tual Enemies, namely, the Fleſh: Lask therefore, 
what is meant by the Fleſh, and what by its Sinful 
 Lufts? a oo 
* 2. By the Fleſh is meant that Faculty of the Soul, 
* which is common to us with other Creatures, and 
to which belong all thoſe 4fe&ions and Paſſions as 
are likewiſe common to us with them; as Hunger, 
1 Thirſt &c. Love, Deſire, Toy; Anger, Fear, Gricf &c. 
which when they are Irregular, or incline and carry 
us to any thing Forbidden by God, then become 
- Sinful, and are here called the Sinful Lufts of the 
= Fleſh. G4“. e236, 25, We. x Jos. 2.160 © 


29. Having Explained the Firſt Branch of our 


| Baptiſmal Vow, let us go on to the Second Branch 


thereof. I ask therefore, What is to be underſtood. 


by the Aꝛticles of the Chriſtian Faith? 


A. Thereby are to be underſtood ſuch Points in 


the Chriſtian Religion, as are oft Neceſſary to be Be- 


lieved, and which though very Strange and Above our 
Reaſon or Underſtanding, vet are moſt Aſſuredly to be 
eee e e 5 


I 
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Believed by Us, upon the Authority of God's Word 
or the Holy Scriptures, wherein They are Delivered 


and Contained at large, and out of which They are 


Draven up into a Short Collection, commonly called 
the Apoſtles Creed ; Which Creed is therefore taught 


Us in the Second Part of the Church-Catechiſm, 


N. Come we then to the Third and Laſt Branch of 

Our Baptiſmal Vow, namely, That we ſhould Keep + 
Gods Holy will and Commandments, &c. Tell me, 
what is to be learnt from hence in general ? | 


A. From hence may be learnt in general, that a 


true Goſpel Obedience has theſe three Qualifications : 


Firſt, It is Univerſal, or a Keeping (not This or 


That part, but All) Gods Holy Will and Command. 
r 855 | 


_ Secondly, Ir is Conſtant, not Now and Then, but 
at All rimes, which is the meaning of Walking in 


= ther ſame : | - As : 
__ Thirdly, It is Contiuual or Perſevering, namely, 
All the Days of our Live. 1 


A Where is the 17 of God or his Commandments 
to be found or known ? - 1 obs 
. In God Word or the Bible. And more particu- 
larly it is briefly Compriſed by God himſelf in the 
Decalogue or Ten Cimmandments, which are therefore 
taught Us in the Second Part of the Church-Catechiſm. 


4. You have been now taught in general the 
Ceſpel· Covenant, namely, what are the Bleſugs you 


are thereby Entit led to on God's part, and what are 
the Duties you on your Own part are engaged to Per- 


form, according to what your Goafathers and God- 


u her promiſed at your Baptiſm in your name: 


Tell me therefore, Doſt not thou think that thou art 


bound to believe and to ds, as they have promiſed 
for thee ? 16 | 5 . 


A. Yes verily, and by God's help ſo J will. Ind 


J heartily thank our heavenly Father, that he 


Hath called me to this ſtate of ſalvation, through 


Jieſus Chriſt our Saviour. Ind J pray unto 2 


* K 


[rr] 


to give me his grace, that J may fitinue K the 90 


| ſame unto my Life's end. 


©. What is taught us in the foregoing Anſwer ? 
A. That we cannot perform Our Baptiſmal Vom or 


: Our Part of the Goſpel Covenant without God's Grace 


N 
8 


or Help : And therefore that we ought carefully to 
make uſe of All the Means of Grace, more eſpecially ®* 
co Pray continually to God for his Grace, that we 


g may thereby beenabled to perform Our part of the 


2 aid Covenant, and ſo may continue in that State 


' (or Capacity) of Salvation, to which he has been | 


pleaſed to Call us through Jeſus Chriſt, or the Preaching 
of the Goſpel: And laſtly, that for ſuch his free and 


infinite Mercy we ought always to return him our 
moſt Hearty Thanks and Praiſe, 


PaRrT IL . 
Of the Church - Catec hiſt m, 


Wherein we are more particularly and fully 


inſtructed in (that Part of the Goſpel- 
Covenant, which belongs to us Men, 
or in) Our Baptiſmal Vow. 
E are now come to the Second Part of 


a NF 
1 the Church-Catechiſm: Tell me, into 


bow many Sections or Branches it may be diſtin- 
guiſhed ? OS EE 5 

Anſw. Into Two, the former whereof more fully 
inſtructs us, in what we are to Believe ; the latter 


in what we are to Do or Not te 46, 


SECT 


———— — 
Ly by —— — 


”” » 
IP. Ft 


| Wcrion the Firſt. 


Oueſt. * Ow does the Church-Catechiſm more ö 
. — particularly inſtru& us in what we are 
lieve? : 


- Apoſtles Doctrine, and being for the main dran 
up in or near the Apeſtles time) and diſtinguiſhed | 
into Twelve Articles according to the number of the 4 
Twelve Apoſtles. ; 
Hou may it be otherwiſe diſtinguiſned? | 
A. Into Four general parts: whereof the Firſt re- 
lates to God the Father, and contains the Firſt Article : 
the Second relates to our Saviour Jeſus Chrift, and 


ly contains the Six following Articles; the Third re- 
1 | lates to the Hol) Ghoſt, and contains the Eighth Arti- 
1 cle; the Fourth relates to the Chriſtian Church, and 
i contains the Four laſt Articles. | 


[ or) Belief. : 
1 A. 1. Believe in God the Father Almighty, Ma: 4 


x ker of Heaven and Earth. ; 
= -: 2. Indin Jeſus Chriſt his only Son our Lord : | 
1 3. Who was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, Born of | 
| þ the Uirgin Mary : 4. Suffered under Pontius Pi- 
} late, was Crucified, Dead und Buried; He deſcended 

l rntoHYell: 5. The third day he Roſe again from the 
Dead: 6. He Alcended into Heaven, and Sitteth 
1 on the Right⸗ hand of God the Father Yimighty : 


'i8 7. From thence he ſhall come to Judge the Quick 
4 and the Dead. 
8. J Believe in the Holy⸗Ghoſt: 


1 of Saints: 10. The Forgiveneſs of Sins : 1I. The | 
BY 3 Bet urretion of the Bode: 12, And the Like ever- $ 


(. -ncerning what we are 10 Believe. 


* 
5 
53 


Anuſw. By teaching us that collection of the Arti- 0 
cles of our Bilief, commonly knoumnby the name of 
the Apoſtles Creed, (as containing the chief Heads of 


= Q 5. Beheatſe the Articles of the (Apoſtles Creed, 


| ö | E 9. The Holy Catholick Church: The Communion 7 


3H Sor 


1 | Belief in Engliſh. 


the ſeveral Articles therein contained. For 


lieve that Jeſus was conceived by the 


but alſo to Triff in and be Religion O 


45. 21. 


1 


2 Why is the aforeſaid Belief We rf 


A. Becauſe the word Creed is in Latin the fame as | 


D. What is underſtood when it is ſaid in the Creed, 
7 Believe? 5 
A. That I am Fully Perſwaded of the T 


tele 
words, Þ Believe, though they are not expreſſed, 


yet are to be underſtood f fore EFery Article: As, I be- 
Holy Gho#, Kc. I 
believe that he ſafferea under Pontius Pil bare, Cc. I bee 
lieve that there is an Holy Catholic Church, 8&Cc. 

L. But why is it ſaid, I v2l:ovwe 7: God the Father, 
and In Jeſus Chriſt, and 7» the Holy Ghoſt ? 

A. Becauſe by that manner of Expreſſion we Pro- 
feſs, not only to be Fully Pe rſwaded that there is a 
God the Father, a Jeſus Chriſt, and an 1 Ghoſt ; 
ent 20 God | 
che Father, Jeſus Chriſt, and the Holy Choſt 1 
9. What is to be underſtood by the word God 
A. Thar Being, which (a) nev er had a Be Sluning. | 
and never ſhall have an End; which was himielf (b) 
made by None, and (c) did make all other e . 
which (b) has All Perfeftion in him, and therefore | 


is moſt Perfectly (d) Good, and (e) Juſt, and (f) Ho- 
ly; is (g) Almighty, (h) All- wiſe, (1) All-knowing, 
and (k) in All places; 


and, laſtly, is (1-2 Spirit; 
that is, has (m) not Fleſh apd Bones, and conſequent- 
ly is without Parts, as Hands, Feet, & c. though theſe 
Parts are in Scripture applied to God in Condeſcen- 
fon to our Weak Underſtandings. ( 4) P!. go. 2. 
(b) Exod. 3. 14. (c) Gen. 1.1. (d) Mat. 19.17. (e) Ia. 
(E) Iſa. 6. 3. (g) Rev. 16. 7. 2 Cor. 6. 18. 
(b) Pf 147. f. (i) P.. 139 2, 3, (k) bf 139. 1, Ce. 
1 Kings. 27. (1) John 4.24. (m) Luke 24. 39. 
What does the word Jeſus ſignify * 

=» It ſignifies in the Hebrew Language as much as 
Y viour, and wis given r God's Appointment to 
5 OU 


* 


F { 14 5 
dur £4 wa, becauſe he came to (n) ſove u we 
Nm our Si namely, from the Power of Sin in this 
Life, and * Puniſhment of Sin or e 
in the Life cb come. (n) Mat 1. 21. | 
— 5 What does the word Chriſt 1 
The word (o) Chrift does in the Greek Lan. 


th anſwer to ve Engliſh word Anointed ; which 


Title is given 1 Saviour, becauſe ( as we read 

in the Old Teſtamevt, that (p) Kings, (q) Prieſts and 
(p) Prephets were 3 with Oil to their reſpe- 
tive Offices, ſo) our Bleſſed Saviour was (t) Anoint- 
ea with the Holy Spirit, to be (s) a Prophet to teach 
us God's Will, to be (t) a Prieſt to offer up a Satiſ- 
factory Sacrifice for our Sins, and to be (u) a King 
to Rule over us. (o) John 1. 41. Pf. 2. 2. compar d 


5 with A#s4 26. (p) 1 Kings 19. 16. (q) Exo. 40. 13. 
. fr) 4#: 4.27. and 10. 38. (s) Iſa. 61. 1. Luke 4. 18. 
| [t) Heb. 5. 26. 27. (u) Eph. 1. 22. Jobn 12 15. 
1 y is Jeſus Chriſt (aid to be the Only Son 


of God, ſince All Mankind are his Sons by Creation, 


| and All that are duly Baptized are his Sons by 


1 Adoption? 
| — Jeſus Chrift is ſaid to be the Only Son of 
| = Cod, becauſe he is the On!) Begotten of God the Father; 


John 1. 14, 18. 


ll . Whar is meant when i it is 5 ſaid, that Jeſus Was 
Is Crucified : 2 
4 4. That he was Faftened to a Croſs (that! is to 2 


Piece of Wood ſet upright with another acroſs it 
by Nails driven through his Hands and his Feet, on 


moſt Pæinful and Shar ful Death, this ſort of Puniſh- 
ment being uſed in thoſe Day s only to the Vileſt Ma- 
lefagors . 19 17. and 20. 25. Pſ. 22. 16. Mat. 
27.38. Heb. 1 2 1 Per, 2. 24. 
1 2 N hat is = be underſtood w hen it is ſaid, that 
. Chreſt deſcended into Bell? 
| | A. That 


- — — thine . 
_ 5 - - 
* — — ——— — 


* anſwer to the werd Meſſiah in the Hebrew, and f 
_ b 


n * 
5 n 


that is, his Only Son by Nature, and ſo God of God. N 


Ghich he hz nged till he died, and ſo underwent 2 


K mw 0 A 


CccEurACE er „ .es 


2 
Bw! 


* 
pA 


CC 


1 


2 * ur ww de _ ' 


oO % a —— 
2 —_ e 8 r 2 Xx 


[ 17 * 5 
A. That whilſt his Body lay in the Grave, 10 


Soul went to that Place, where Souls Departed con- 
tinued during their Separation from their Body 


P. 16. 9. 487 2. 31 


A. Whar is to be underſtood when it is ſaid, that 
Chriſt Sits on the Right-hand of God ? 

A. Foraſmuch as God is a Spiric, and therefore has 
no Body or Parts of a Body, it is not to be fo un- 
derſtood as when ſpoken of Men: but what is there- 
by ſignified is, that C upon his Aſcending into 
Heaven had given unto him by God the Father, and fit 


is in, full and ſettled Poſſeſſion of, All Power boch in 


Heaven and Earth, Matt, 27. 18. Luke 22. 69. 
Hebr.- 1. 3. 
A. Who are . is the Quick, whom 
Chriſt ſhall come to Judg as well as the Dead ? 55 
A. By the Quick are underſtood ſuch, as Chriſt at 
his coming to Judg the World fliall find Alive here 
upon Earth. 1 T. 4. 15, 17. | 
©. What is to be underſtood by the Holy Catholics 


Thurch 2 


4. The word Church is taken to ſignify the 
Whole Multitude of the Faithful in Chriſt. And 
becauſe the Chriſtian Church is not conſined to One 
Country (as was the Jewiſh Church) but is or may 
be diſperſed throughout the Uni verſa or Whole 


! World: it is therefore ſaid to be Catholic or Uni. 
EZ verſal. And laſtly, becauſe All ſuch as are duly 


admitted into the Chriſtian Church are cleanſed from 


their Sins, and made Holy by Baptiſmn, and thereby call- 


ed to Holineſs of Life ; therefore 'tis called the Hol 

125 Eph. 1. 22, 23. Mais. 28. 19. Eph. 5. 26, 
TINGS. y. TH,2: 16. 

2. What is underſtood by the Communion of - 
Sainrs? 

A. By Saints are aaloetinod. either (w) i in ge- 
neral All Chriſtians, foraſmuch as they are Sanfified 
by Baptiſm ; or more particularly (x) Such as Live 


in a due Oblervance of their Baptiſmal Ver. Now 


2 there 


1 16 5 p 
here is 2 Cs n or Felamſbip between theſe in- 


aAſfmuüuch as th EV. I IU make but (y) Ove Boa) ar Church, 
are Al] 3 by One Spirit, have All One Hope, 
f \ 


OY 


One Lora, One Hatt ”. e &c. (w) Rom. I. 7. 
and 15. 23, 26,3 EPA. i i. "Pat. 1, 1. Cel. . 4. 
(x) Te 3. 13. : Rev. 11. 18 (y) Eph. 4. 4, 5, 6. 


in the ye a, ler us now conſider what may be Learnt 


om it. _ therefore tell me in the firſt place; 


what vor thou chieſiy le armin theſe Articles ot thy 


Bel. 15 
A. Firſt, J learn to believe in God the Father, who 


hath Made me and All the World. 


Secondly, In God the Don, who hath Bedeemed | | 


we an . mankind. 


Thirdly, Jn God the Holy Ghoſt, who hath San- 


ctiũied mie and All the Elect People of God. 
4 What doe, the Church deſign to teach us in 
the fore going Anſwer? 

A. Fiſt, That though hrs is but (a) Onc God, 
(for which Reaſon we are taught to ſay, I believe in 
Go, not Gods) yet there are (b) Three Perſons in the 
Godhead, viz. God the Father, God the Son, and God 

the Holy Ghoſt, Secondly, That to theſe Three 
Divine Perſons, there are in Scripture Three di- 
ſtinct Ofces or Opcrationt more pecuharly aſcribed , 
namely. to Grd the Father the (c) Work of Creation, 
to God the Son the fd Work of Redemption, to God 
the Holy Ghoſt the (e) Work of SanG@ification. 
(a) H 44.6. (b) 1 Jeb 5 Ma: 3. 16, 17. (c) 1 Cor. 


— 
[4 
. G (4) Bun. 2. , 6. Gal. . Iz. Rev. f. 9. 


(e) Rom 16. 


3 : * 
What Name is oiven to ſuch Articles or 


Dogrines of 5 1 1 as exceed our Underſtand- 


| 00 among which is The Lays w of the Trinity in 
C77 2 0 ere, 511 Due Goa 3 ia yer Threc Pere 
_ * I 7 - 5 1 5 8 7 4 
A. They : e called Myſerics, that is, Things Hidden, 


inaſmuch as they could not have been Found out or 
Known 


15: i aving © xplained the Difficult Expreſſions 


1 


TR —- 


Known at all by us Men, if God had not been pleaſed 


to Reveal or Diſcover them to us: which being ſo 


Revealed by God, are therefore to be Timely Believed Ly 
Us, though We cannot Comprehend them. Col. x. 26. 
JJ. a 
0. What does the Word Creation properly ſig- 
nify? „„ 5 
A. Making Something out of Nothing, which can 
be done only by an Almighty Power, and therefore 
only by God. And in this Senſe it is that God is 
{aid to be the Maker of Heaven and Earth, that is, 
of the Whole World; foraſmuch as He made it out 
of Nothing. CC 
2. Whar is meant by the Word Redemption? 
A. Redemption is the fame as Buying again ſome- 
what that is Loſt or Forfeited, or elſe Taken by and 
in the Power of an Enemy. And in theſe Senſes 
Chriſt has Redeemed vs. For, 18, whereas by Sin Man 
had Loff and Forfeited God's Grace and Favour in 
this Life, and Eternal Happineſs in the Life co come, 


2 Chriſt has procured for us a New Title (f) to God's 
Grace here, and (g) Salvation hereafter : And, 24!y, 
3 whereas our Bodies were become for ever ſubje# to 
the Power of the Grave and Corruption, and our Souls 

q fo the Power of Sin and Satan, Chriſt has Reια⁴,ꝭè e (h) 
gur Bodies from the Power of Grave, or Perpetual 
Corruption, by means of the Ruten; and our 
() Souls fronethe Power of Sin and Satan by means 


of the Aſiſtance of the Hily Spirit, which he has ob- 


| tained for us. And Chriſt has thus (k) Redeemed or 


Bought us by laying down his own Life a Ranſom for 


us, and by the ineſtimable Price of his own moſt 
Precious Blood ſhed for us on the Croſs ; on which 


account He is in a more peculiar manner call'd Dur 
Lord. (f) Rom. 5. 1, 2. and 6. 4, &c. (g) 1 Per. 
1. 3. Epheſ. 1. 14. (h) Rom. 8 23. 1 Cor. 15 537 54. 
(i) Tre. 2; 14. Jan, 4.7. 1 Pet. 5. 9. 1 70% 5. 4, 5. 
C) Ii 2. 6. 1 Pet. 1. 18,19. 1 Pet 2. 24. Cal. 3. 13. 


Wherein 


5 „„ 1 
MN Wherein conſiſts in ſhort the Salvation obtained 
e e * 
A. In this; that whereas the F Adam by Sin 
| forfeited All Grace or Afitance of the Holy Spirit, and 
Fverlaſting Happineſs ; the Second Adam or our Bleſſed 
Saviour has obtained again for Us the Grace or Aſie 
#nce of the Holy Spirit, ſo far forth as to make Us ac- 


cording to the terms of the Goſpel Pleaſing unto God, L 


and fo Meet to inherit Eternal Happineſs. 
A. What is meant by San#:fication ? 


A. Santification is the ſame as Making Hel, which 
(n) Sei- 

Zing apart 10 Ged"s Service, And becauſe A the (o) 
Elec, that is, All ſuch as are Choſen to be Members 
of Chriſt's Church, are thus (Both ways) San#ified | 
or made Hely, in Baptiſm by the Spirit of God, there- 
fore the ſaid Spirit is in amore peculiar manner called 


_ fignifies both (m) Cleanſing from Sin and alſo 


the Holy (G heſi or) Jpirit. (m) Eph. 5. 26. (n) Exed. 


13. 2. (0) AZ. 13. 17. 1 Pet. 2. 9. Col. 3. 12. Tit. 1. 1. 
What may be further learnt from the Creed in 


relation to our Bleſſed Saviour 2 


4. That he is Perfect God and Perfect Man; God of 
che Subſtance of the Father, Begotten before the 
Worlds; and Man of the Subſtance of his Mother, 
Born ig the World. And hereupon he is moſt firly * 
qualifted to be (p) a Mediator between God and 
Man, and an (q) Advocate or (r) Interceſſor for Us 
Men to God. (p) 1 Tim. 2. 5. (q) 1 Job. 2. 1. (r) 


Heb. 5. 28. 


What may be further learnt from the Creed in 


reference to our Saviour's Crucifixion 
A. That whereas (5) Chriſt Crucificd was to the Fews 
4 Stumbling-Block and to the Greeks Fooliſhneſs, to Every 


Good Chriſtian He is the Power of God and Vi ſdom of 


od: and therefore We ought to (t) Glory above all 
things in the Croſs of Chriſt, Whence it appears that 
dis with very Great Reaſon, that our Church (in 
_ conformity with the Primitive Church) doth uſe 
the Sign f the Croſs in Bapeiſen, as a Token that the 

Parſon 


INE 
Perſon Baptized ought not to be Ahamed of, but Glory 
in, the Croſs of Chrift. (s) 1 Cor. 1. 23,24. (t) 


B 


What may be further learnt from the creed in 
reference to the Communion ef Saint? 1 
A. That whereas this Communion conſiſts in the 


| Saint: being Members of One and the ſame Body, the 
2} Church; it evidently follows, that whoſoever Separate; 


himſelf from that Ore Body (and this Every Separariſt 


from the Church of England doth, as is above ſhewn 
pag. 5, 6.) doth thereby Separate himſelf from the 
2 Communion of Saints, and cagſequently from A rhe 
* Priviledges or Benefits the Saints Communicate or partake 
in, namely, from that One Spirit, that One Hope, that 


One Lord, that One Faith &c. which belongs to the 


2 ſaid Ons Body, or Chriſtian Church, Eph. 4. 3, 4, 5,6. 


What may be further learnt from the Creed or 
Belief in reference to the Reſurrection of the Body * 
A. That Such among the Quakers, or of Any other 


2 Profeſſion, that Deny the ReſurreFion of the Body, Deny 
2 in effe&t the Whole Chriſtian Faith, For if the Dead 
2 Riſe not, then Chriſt is Not Raiſed : and if Chriſt be Nat 
* Raiſed, Our Faith i, Vain, 
Cor. 15. 16, 17. 


We are yet in bur Sins. 


SECTION the Second. 


Concerning what We are to Do and Not to Do 


Q. 7. You ſaid that you: Godfathers and Godmo- 
chers did promiſe fo2 you, that you ſhould Keep God's 
Commandments : Tell me how many the:e be 2 

A. (As they are diſtinctly and particularly de- 
livered in the Bible, ſo they ariſe ro a conſiderable 
Number; bur as they are comprized by God him- 
lf under Ten Principal Heads, ſo they ate f2id to be} 


8 wu 
Qt. Which be ther? 


A T B 


1261 


A The ſame which God ſpake in the twentieth 


; Chapter of Exodus and which, that they might be 


the more carefully Attended to and Obeyed by the 
People of ae, he uſhers in or begins with this 
Solemn Pretace, ) ſaying, J am the Lord thy God, 


who brought thee out of the Land of Egypt, out of 
"mn Houle of Bondage. 


A. Whar is fer ek in this Preface? 
A. God's Right ro the Obedience of the Iſraelites, 


and that on account both of his Supreme Authority 


over them, inaſmuch as he was the Lord their God; 
and alfo of his Great Gowns to them, inaſmuch as 


he brought them out of the Land of Egypt, and out 


of the houſe of Bondage, 
Are we Chriftians obliged to the Oblirracice 
of the ſaid Ten Commandments, and on the like mo- 


tives? 


A. We are ſo: and that not dy in an Higher De 
gree than the Iſraelites or Jews thought themſelves to 
be obliged, (as appears from our Saviour's Sermon, 
Matt. 5. 17, Cc.) but alſo on Higher Moti ves: foraſ. 
much as he that ſpabe them is allo the Lord our God, 
and hath Redecmed and Br ought «5 out of a more miſe- 
rable Lend, the (u) Land of Spiritual Darkneſs (where- 
in we Gentiles ſate before che Preaching of the Goſpel ; 
and out of the (x) Greater Bondage of Sin and Sata, 


(u) Mats. 4. 15, 16. Luk. 1.79. (x) Luk. 4. 18. Rem. 


7-23. 2.70 4 2 10. 


After what method are theſe Ten Commandment: 
to de Exporine'd and underſtood, that fo they may take 


in All the Particular Commirids delivered up and 


down in the Holy Scriptures ? 
A. By theſe three following Rules: 
Firſt, In every Command the Thing Expreſſed | is to 


be underſtood, as Comprehending All things of a 


{ 
* 


Like natun, and moreover whatever may tend ante | 


unro, fo far forth as it may So tend. 
Secondly, Any Co! mand that Forbids any Sin, 18 
to be underſtood as Renting Fog Contrary Duey: and 


like» | 


=] 


likewiſe on the other hand, Any C ommand that Res 


quires any Duty, 15 to be underſtood as Forbid's;: ng the 
Contrary Sin. 


Thirdly, Each Command is to be underſtood, as 
Obliging Every Perſou, not only to obſerve it Him: If > 
bur alſo (as much as in him lies) to take care that 


Others obſerve the Same. And therefore this Rule is 
ro be Underſtoed as Applied, tho (for Brevity's fake) 
it is not Expre/ly mentioned hereafter under Some of 
the Ten Commandments. 


2. Having ſeen the Rules, whereby the Ten Com- 


maud ments are to be Exporrded, that ſo we may have 
the Full meaning of them, let us now by way of In- 


ſtance proceed ro the Explication of the ſa:d Com. 


mandments according to the three foregoing Rules: 
1 demand therefore, which is the Fu Crmmandment ? 
A. Thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me. 
A. What is the thing Expreiled, in this E, ft Com- 


1 mandment 7 


A. The Thing exprefly forbidden the reby is Idula- 


try or the Having any other Gods falſly ſo eſtecmed 


for in reality there is no other God) but the Lord, 


0, Whar elſe is to be underſtood by the Firft Come 


mandment ? 

A. According ta 
for Knowing the 
Commandments, this 
1 

To Forbid U. ( a ) Praying to Saints, as do the 
Papi: as alſo all (b) Magick or Witchorafs, Conjuring 


meaning of Each of the Ten 
2 Commandment ts to be un- 


and Conſulting of Conjurers, &c. To which may bo 


added All Superſtitions Reg. ard to any ſuch Circum- 
ſtances as were eſteemed : among the Heathen Ominovs, 
or the Signs of Good wr Bad Luck, and have been de- 


livered down to this Preſcut time, and are ſtill ob- 
ſerved by many Weak People. Tas Matt. 4. 10. 


if 42 8. AN. 10. 26. Rev; 22. 8. and 19. 19. (b) 
Exod. 22 18 Dems, 18. 1, 11, 12 
* 


three Rules above laid doun 


N D 2. To 


[22] 


To Require us to have the Lord for our God, and 


ther efore to Believe in him, te Fear him, to Love 


tim, Ge Not to murmur or repine at his Provi- 
dence, when he Viſits us with any Sickneſs, or 
Loſſes, &c. much more not to Blaſpheme or Speak or 
Think Irreligioufly of him, and moſt of all Not to 
deny his Being: Laſtly, to uſe all the Means of Grace 
appointed by God to enable us to perform our Duty 
| tow ards him. 
To Obige all Parents and Perſons that have the 
e of Others committed to their Charge, to 
Breed them up in the Fear of the Lord, and to this 
end to have them taught to Read the Bible, to make 
ua Come conſtant ly to Church, and Devoeutly to 
attend the Publick Frey ers, Sermons, and more eſpe» 
ciajly Catechizing, Se 
Z. What 15 the Second commandment? N 

4A Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf any graven 
Image, nor the likeneſs of any thing that is in 
Heaven above, or in the Earth beneath, or in the 
Water under the earth. Thou ſhalt not bow down to 

them, nor worſhip them. For J the Lord thy God 
au a jealous God, and viſit the Sins of the Fathers 

upon the Thildren, unto the third and fourth Gene= 
ration of them that hate we; and ſhew mercy unto 
thouſands in them that love ne and keep my Com 
| mandments. 


What is the - thing Exprefſ:d in this Second Com- 


he ac = 

A. The Sin exprefly Forbidden hereby is the Wor- 
ſhipping the True God under any Image or the 
Likeneſs of any thing. 

What is further to be underſtood by this Second 
Commandment 2. 

A. This Second Commandment is to be underſtood 
Further N 

I. . Forbid The Ado «t:51 or 1orſh:pping of the 
et, GN S457. T6114 4 47+ uſed by the N = i inſtead 


t Bread, as ale tue Adoration or Worſhipping of 


= 8 - N N err 8 * _ 

8 xg 4 wo N bp 3 Wo A i * * wi. 
ads 25 1 + 2 . 5 1 8 , go : "yY 
. #5 hes; lbrgs , EF 1 F SENSE FT. ONLY 


the 
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d | the Croſs, or of the Image of any Saint, as of the Virgin 
e | Mary, &c. all which are practiſed by the Papiſts, con- 
i- trary to this Command (which they therefore are 
r |} wont to Leave ey and fo Sinfully. Lev. 26.1, Deut. 
I IM 4. 12, 15. Exod. 32. 1, 4, 5: 1 Kingt 12. 18. | 
o 2. 10 Require the Worſhipping of God after ſuch 
Ee 3 a manner as is Suitable ro his Spiritual Nature, thar 
y is, not framing any Lien of him ro our ſelves, but 
- only Conceiving of him in general as of 2 Being In- 
1 finitely Perfect and Incomprehenſi 2 8 Ad, 17. 29. 
_ E Deut. 4. 12, 15. John 4. 24 Exod. 3. 

is 3. To oblige All Perſons ( as ack as in the n 
ke lies) to inſtruct and teach 0:/crs to oblerve this Com. 
to mandment. | 

e- Q. After what Special manner hath God oblig 


4 us to obſerve this Commandment ? | 
gs. By adding thereunto, firſt, by way of Threatnine, 


en > that he is a Jealous God, Uiftting the Sins of the 
in Fathers upon the Children unto the third and foturch 
he Generation of them that hate him; and. t:condly, 
to by way of Promiſe, that he will ſhew Mercy unto 
od Thouſands in them that Love him, and Kerp his 
1 Q What is remarkable in this latter part of the 
to Sezcouad Commandment ? 
24 Three things: Firſt, That God is Jealous in 
2: reſpet of the Breach of this Commandm<: it, leſt by 
m- Worſhipping him under any Image or Likeneſs, Men 


5 ſhould be brought to have Groſs and Wrong Appre- 
or- henſions of his Divine Nature, and further hould 
he thereby in time be wholly Eftranged or drawn off 
* from God, fo as to take that for God, which 1 is not 
md } God, As x7. 29. Ezek. 14.5. | 
Thargat is not inconſiſtent with the Juſtice of 
od - God to N t (that is, ſo to Puniſh in this Life) the 
Sins of the Fathers (as that the Evil of the Puniſhe,,  - 
the ment may reach unto, or fall) upon their 4 7 
-ad and that ts the third and fourth Generation : Ef 
2 cially lince as to the 88 and Ecernal Stats Evers 
ae 2 £738 


* 
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6447 fhall be Rewarded or Punithed according to his 
Orn [Zoings, and the Caren ſhall in no degree bear 
the Iniquiry of their Fathers, Ezek. 18. 4, Cc. 

3. That Suchenly are eſteemed by God to Lobe 
him, as Keep his Commandments ; and Suck as do 


Not keep his 8 are eſteemed by God 
to Hate him, John 14 23, 2 


L. Well, but after all, 15 this e Command- 
ment to be ſo underſtood, as if it wholly forbad 
Images or Pictures, even though they be uſed only by 


3 . of Ornament, in Places of God's Worſhip 


It cannot be fo underſtood : fetch as Solo- 
men's Temple (which was ſo highly Approved of 
by God) was Alorned with many Images or the Like- 
neſs of Many Things, Nay, by God's own appoint- 


ment, the Mercy -Se3t in the moſt Holy Place of the 


Tabern: cle, or Temple, was Adorned with the Images 


of Two (Angels of that Rank, which is called) 
Cherubims, 1 King#6. 23, 32. and 7. 18, 19, 25, Cc. 


Exod 25. 18, Ge 
Q Whar may be head learn'd i in reference to Us 


Chriſtians : ? 


A. That it is No Breach of the Second Command. 


ment. but very Lawful, and Decent, to Adern our 
hriſtian Churches by placing Croſſes upon them, 


and by repreſenting, or Painting, ſome part of Sacred 


H.Fory on the Church- Windows, or Other places, 


and the Like. 

. What is the Thir Commandment > 

A. Chou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord thy 
God in Wain; For the Lord will not hold him Guilt⸗ 
iels, that takcth his name in Gain. 

What is the thing expreſſed in this Third Com- 
mandmene? 


A. Fhe Fin exp. e For bid theres i; Taking 
of God's Nam? in Wain, which may be done chiefly 


cheſe Several ways: 
1. Ja Sw-aring ; as when we Swear Fail 7, or Need- 


5 


V or Raſhly, or (tho' on a L occaſion. yet) 


| rer 4 Ny. | | 2. In 


Io 
&. 
5 


r 


: without Due conſideration of 


„ 


2. In Curſ? ing : as when we Call upon God to Daun 
Another, either out of Anger or Revenge, or on no 


| occaſion but as it were out of Sport or meer Pro- 


faneneſs. 

3. In n as when we Vow a thing Unlawful, 
or which we are Nor Able to rm ; or Raſbly and 
t we are Doing. 

4 In Praying: as when we Pray without minding 


1 what we are about, or for Any thing that we ought 
Not to pray for, or uſe Vain Repetitions of God's Name. 


5. In Common Diſcourſe : as when without any need 
or weighty occafion we uſe theſe or the like Expreſ- 
ſions, O God, Good God, God knows, God help you, Goa 


2 Soul, God bleſs my Soul, &c. 


The Particulars contained under this Com- 

Bl hn being requiſite to be more Diſtinctiy 
known ; Tell me, what is to be underftood by this 
Commandment according to the Firſt Rule above 
laid down ? + 
A. According to the Firſt Rule this Command- 


ment does Forbid 


1. Uſing in Common Diſcourſe or on Sight and 


Needleſs Occaſions theſe or the like Expreſſions, 0 
Jeſa, O Chriſt, O Lord, Good Lord, &c. Alſo theſe or 
the like Oaths, By Jeſu, By Chris, By my Saviour, By 


my Redeemer, By my Faith, By my Salvation, By my Life, 


| By my Soul, &c. 28 alſo By Heaven, B/ the Scars, &c. 
To which is to be added the uſe of Such Expreſſions, 


as are no other than Oaths or Forms of Swearing con- 


tracted or ſhortned, as Od or Ad, that is, By Sod, 


Od sbud or Sbud, chat! is, By God ; Bloud ; 'Od's Wound 
or *'Swounads, that is, By Code Wounds; Od Life or 
Life, that is, By Gon! L fe ; Ode Zookers or "Szookers, 
. 1s, By God's Succbur; 'Oa' 5 Semmes or 'Od's me, that 
ll God Sees me, &c. 

2. All Irreverence or Contempt to Any thing, 
wherein God's Name and Honour is more pecu- _ 
liarly concerned, Levit. 22.2, Of which fort are 
theſe Particulars following „„ 

Speaking 


PO EE eG, 5 ; 
Speaking Reproachfully or Contemptuouſly of 
God's Holy Religion, or (that wherein it is declared) 
his Holy Mord: Ridiculing or applying Any Expreſton 
the Holy Scripture to an Il or Vain or Light Senſe: 
as alſo uſing our Bible, with No more Regard than 
Common Books, by (afferins them, when grown Old 
and worn beyond , to lie Scattered about in torn 
pieces, and to be applied to Common, if not Vile, 
: uſes, Oc. k 7 5 | 
All Diſhonouring of the Places of God's Worſhip or 
Churches, by going into them as into any Common | 
place, (without ſhewing Reverence thereto, as by 
Pulling and Keeping of our Hats during our ſtay there- 
in) by uſing any Vain or Looſe Diſcourſe therein, 
by Drinking and Tipling therein at times of Ring- 
ing, and more eſpecially by Drinking at or Playing 
(at any Sport) upon the Communion-Tablz, or the like. 
Leviz, 19. 30. and 26. 2. Eccleſ. 5. 1. Exod. 3. 5. Joſb. 
5. 15. Mark 11. 15, 16. 1 Cor. 11. 21, 22. Lev. 22. 2. 
| Mal. 7. 125 5 | | 1 | . 4 
Laſtly, Diſhonouring God's Minifters on account 
pf their Offce or not ſhewing them Due Regard, as 
being God's Miniſters, though they may perhaps be 
otherwiſe Blamezble on account of their own Lives 
and PraQices. Mat. 10. 14, 15. Luk? 10. 16. 2 Kings 
2. 23, 24, Cr. | a 5 | 
A What is to be further underſtood by this Com- 
mandment according to the Second Rule above laid 
_ down ? 0 5 
2. According to the ſaid Rule this Third Com- 
mandment does Require us Always to mention Ay 
Name that relates to God or Chriſt, with religious 
Revercnce, and never but upon 7:# and Weighty oc- 
caſions; highly re Eſteem and diligently to Read and 
Meditate on God's Word or the Holy Scriptures; to be 
Dewvout: and Reverent in our Prayers and all other acts 
of Religious Worſhip ; highly to Reverence God's 
Sanctuaties or Places ſet apart for God's publick 
Worſhip, and therefore to P and Keep off our wn, 
| 2 When 
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whenever we come into or ſtay in them; to uſe Re- 


li gious or at leaſt Imnocens diſcourſe in them; Willing. 
iy and Freely to Contribute our Share towards Keep- 
ing them in Good Repair and Clean and Decent, and 
alſo in making them Beautiful, duly conſidering that 
it is very Unfitting and Irreligious, that the Houſe of 
God ſhould be in 1orje order than Our Dwelling Houſes. 
2 Sam. 7. 2, &c. 1 Chron. 17. 1, 2, 10. Laſtly, to Ho- 
nour and highly Eſteem Goa Miniſters (whatever their 
Perſonal Abilities or Failings may be) on account of 
their Holy Function or Office. 1 Theſſ 5. 12,13, 
9. What is {till yet to be underſtood by this Com- 
mandment according to Rule the Third above laid 
A i 8 | 5 
A. According to the ſaid Rule this Commandment 
does oblige us, to take Special heed that All under 
our care (as Children, Servants, Apprentices, &c.) do 
not offend, but keep this Commandment, in the Se- 
veral fore-mentioned and all other Branches thereof. 
As alſo according to the ſeveral Pious Laws made to 
that purpoſe, to Complain of and Bring to Puniſh- 
ment Such as are Guilty of Profane Curſing and 
Swearing, wilful Perjury, &c. | 
Q. After what Special manner has God obliged us 
to the Keeping of this Commandment * = 
A. By adding thereunto by way of Threatning. 
that he will not Hold him guiltlels that taketh his 
name in vain, chat is, will Nt eaſily Forgive this Sin 
or the Breach of this Commandment, that he wii! 
Not forgive it without a Special and more than orainary 
Repentance. a | 
N Whar is to be learnt from the Third Command. 
ment in reference to Common Swearers, and Such others 
as uſe themſelves to take God's Name in Vain in thei: 
Common Diſgourſe? | | Ry 
A. That their cafe is very Sad and Miſerable 
For ſince God hath declared that he will not hain - 
him guiltleſs that trangreſſes rhe r Commons 
ment but Once ; how much more Severely h he de 


| People called Ruakers ? = = 
A. That as they do very Well and are to be hight; | 


- with them, who Live in a Continual tranſgreſſion of | 


this Commandment. bs, | 
_ 9. But on the other hand is the Th Command. 


ment to be ſo underſtood, as to Forbid Swearing in 
all caſes whatever? EE. 
A lt is not to be ſo underſtood ; for when our Sa- 


viour bids us (a) to Swear not at all, tis plain that he 


meant that we ſhould not Swear at all in our Commu- | 
nication or Common Converſation. When therefore we 
are required to Swear by Perſons in due Authority, | 


and in caſes which concern (b) Truth, Fudgment, 


Rizhteouſneſs ; then to Swear Reverently is an Ad of 


Religious Worſhip, and tends to God's Glory, and is there- 
fore not only Lawful, but frequently (c) Com- 
manded by God, practiſed (d) by Holy Men both in 


the Old and New Teſtament, and even by (e) God 
_ Himſelf in the Old Teſtament, and by our (f) Sa- 
viour Himſelf in the New Teſtament. (a) Mat. 7 
34, &c. (b) Jer. 4.2. (c) Dent. 6. 13. and 10. 20 
(d) Joſb. 2. 12, 17, &c. 1 Sam. 20. 17. 1 Kings 1. 13, | 


Ezra 10. 5. Neh. 5. 12, 19. 2 Cor. 1. 23. Gal. 1. 28. 
(e) Gen. 22. 16. Pſ. 89. 3, 35. (f) Mas. 26. 63. 
0. What may be hence learnt in reference to the 


Co menaed, and Imitated by Others, in conſcientiouſly 


Avoiding All manner of Swearing or mentioning of God's 


Name in Common Diſcourſe : ſo "tis a piece of Weakneſs 
in them and ariſes from their M:ſunderſtanding the 
meaning of the Scriptures, to think that they are 


thereby Forbid to Swear or take an Oath, —_ it be 


in the caſes of Truth, Judgment, or Righteeaſueſs. 


D Since the third Commandment obligss us to 


Honour and Reverence God's Churches or houſes, what is 
to be hence learnt in reference to Churchgarden: and 


ſuch like Officers ? 5 5 
A. That ſuch of them as do not faithfully Diſ- 


charge tbeir office, by keeping their Churches at leaſt 


in Decent repair, do thereby Sin againſt the thira Com- 


mand. 
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Fuſt, in nor having 
: ha: Regard to God's houſe, as they ought even 7 


Private perſons; Seh, by breaking b O 


which they took at entering into their Office ; and 10 | 
making themſelves alſo guilty of che grievous Sin of 


| Perjury. 


What may be farther learnt onthe. like ſeoce 
from the thira Commandment. in reference to Den- 
ers, or Any others that Refuſe to . ns to 
God 's houſes or Churches? 
A. From ſuch their p ay be "+. KM the great Z 
Force of Prejudice, and the great Subtilty of the 
Devyl, in that he can ſo far Delude 1 as to make 
them take an 4 of trreligion to be an dt of Religion, 
and to make them think that it is An) More a Sin, 


I. to thew Reverence tg a Place, or look upon a Place 


Hoh, becauſe it is ſet apart for God's Service, than 
it is t0.ſhew Reverence ta a D or to look upon 


Y the Sabbat h. day as Holy, becauſe. it is ſet apart for 


Goll's Service; eſpecially when God hath more than 
once joined Boch together in that Command, Ie hal 
ke2p, my Sabbaths, and Revereuce my r Lev. 19. 
305 and 26. 2. 

What is the Fourth Commundments-" > of. 

A. Remember that thou keep Holy the Sabbath- 
day. Six days halt thou labour and do all that thou 
haſt to da but the Seventh day is the Sabbath of 
the Lord thy God. In it thou ſhalt do no manner of 
Work, thou and thy Son, and the Daughter, thy 
Wan-ſervant and thy Maid ſerbant, thy Tartle and 


the Strange: that is within thy Gates. For in Six. 


days the Lord made Heaven and Earth, the Sta and 
All that in them is, and reſted the Seventy day: 
wherefore the Lord bleſſed the Deyenty dar, and 
hallowed it. 

What is the Duty expreſſed in this Command: 


ment? 


A. The Duty expreſily commanded herein is to 


'Onz 


vice both Publick and Prime 


underſtood as 


be tinderftes 


” $15 

Ine day in Seven x5 a Dabbath or Day of Reſt from 
Common buſineſs, and to be employed on C Ser- 
© in this Com- 
mandment That is enn Required, which ( ac- 
cording to Rule the third above. mentioned) is to be 
ired in All the others, namely, that 
uld be careful not only to Keep this 


Every perfon 


Commandment Himſelf, bur likewiſe that All under bis 
Government, his 


| vant and Waid=tervantz dec. ſhould do the tame. 


aid his Daughter, Mar-ſer. 


What is more particularly and fully to be un- 


derſtood by this Fourth Commandment according to | 
the Rules above laid down? | 0 


A. This Commandment is according thereunto to 


ore particularly and fully 

1. To Require us to come conſtantly to Church 
at the Time and Beginning of Publick ſervice ; De- 
voutly to join in the Prayers; attentively to hear Ser- 
mons, and religiouſly to Receive the Holy Sacrament 
when it is adminiſtred : as alſo to ſpend the Reſt 


of the Sabboth-Day (which is not ſpent in Church) in 
Reading and Meditating on God's word at Home, in 


meditating on the works of the Creation and more e- 
ſpecially of the Rewewprion, in Private Prayers, in in- 
ſtrufting our Children, younger Servants, Apprefiti- 
ces, &c. in the Catechiſm, and ( RecolleQing our 


ſelves what We, and) calling upon them t give an 


account of what They have learnt from the portions 
of Scriprurts (namely, Pſalms, Leſſons, Epiftles and 
Goſpe!:) which they have heard Read that day in the 


Church, and from the Sermon or Expoſition on the 
Catechiſm. ** 1 


2. This Commandment is to be underſtood to For- 
bid us, to Follow our Common employ or Do any Cen- 
mon werk on the Lords day (except ſuch as is requiſite 
for our Bodily Suſtenance, as Providing our meals; 
or for the Refreſhment of our Minds, as Walking, 
Sc. or Works of Charity whether to Man or Beaſt } 
Put off to the Swidny, Any Common Buſineſs ( as 

— Gong 


Nights, only becauſe tis Sunday; to think that it | I 


will not Spare theavfrom Our Service in t 


daps may be Long 


God giveth thre, 


211 5 


Going Journeys, Trimming or Shaving, Carrying Hoh 


Cloaths or Shoes, &c.) that may be done on a ect. day, 
only to Get more time for our Common Buſineffa . 
to Loſe or as it were Shorten the Sunday. by Lying 
longer in Bed Mornings, or Going to Bed ſooner at 


in our Power to Give leave to our Servants to M 
ſpend the Sabbath in Going to ſee their own Frignds, 
or in Doing any of their Own buſineſs, be 2 
to be any ways Acceſſary to perſons Miſ- ing 
the Laras day, as by ſuffering them to Sit and Drink 
in our Houſes, if we keep Publick houſes; or if we 


are Officers, whoſe y it is to Vit Publick hauſe;, 
and to Prevent ſuch Diforders on the Sabbath. da) 


Laſtly, We are hereby Forbid to Forſake Our Parish 
Churches or Congregations, or to Go to Meeting Bou: 


or Separate Congregatigns ; this being Not to Keep Hol; . 
but one way of Profaning the Sabbath-day. Hö. io. 5 
1 Or. 1. 20. 2 Tim: 4.3, 4. | 8 


* Q. For what Reaſon did God appoint On: aa 15 
Seven to be Kept Hel)? = mn 
A For the Reaſon mentioned in the Command- 


ment, namely, becauſe in (ix dars the Lord made 


Heaven and Earth, the ea, and Ill that therein 


is, and reſted the Seventh day: wheze fore the Lord 


bleſſed the ſeventh day and hallowed it. og. 
9. Whick is the Ou day in the Seven or in the Ice, 

that we Chriſtians obſerve as the Salbath? 

Alt is the Firft day or Sunday: becauſe our Savi- 


dur on That Day aroſe from the Dead, and thereby 
ednfirmed the Truth of his Holy Religion beyonc 
all Reaſonable Exception, and conſequently manifeſt- 


ed that he had verily and indeed Redeemed us from 


the Spiritual Bondage of Sin and Satan. 


Which is the Fifch Commandment ® | 
A. Yonour thy Father and thy Mother, that thy 
in the Land which the Lord thy 


32 © What 


TY 


| ment ? 


35, not only Reverencing them by durifully Obeyi ing 
their Commands, Receiving their Inſtructions, taking 
their Advice particularly in the caſe of Marriage, 
minding their Reproofs, ſubmitting to their Cor- 
redtięns, bearing with their Infirmities ; but alſo 


= them all the ways we cun. 
| t is further to be underſtood by this com- 
: mas >. * SA Ko 


as comprehending the Duty of All Infer ours to their 
 Superiours (the chief forts of Superiours bein 
ably hereunto called Fat hers in Scripture, as Sen 45.8. 
Job 29. 16. Judg. 17. 10, and 18. 19. 2 — 12. 
and c. 13. and 6. 27. and 13. . J. 49. 23. Cor. 
4. 15.) and on the other hand the Ly 0 ne 
to Inferiturs. Wherefore | 
| 1. This Commandment Require - 


King or Nuten, and to A/! that are put in authority un- 
der him or ber in reſpect of their Law ful Commands, 
and Paſſive obedience or tent Suffering ſuch Pu- 


ing in things Unlauful or Forbidden by God. 1 Per. 
2. 13, 14, 19, Ofc. Rom. 13. 7, . Zcit 20. 
From Scholars to their Teachers or Maſters ReſpeQ, 


| their Labours : and more eſpecially from Common 
Chriſtians to their Spiritual Teachers or Miniſters arid 
the Goverirours' of the Church, Humility and a Readi- 
neſs to be Guided by Them, and ro Qbey and Sub- 
mit to Their Rules and Orders in All things Ne: 
% a5 alfo Willingly and Chearfully to Pay them 
theid Full T or Dee; and not only fo, but more- 
over according to their Abilities to ontribute Fur- 
ther towards a Drcen? Compereney for Their Miniſters, 
If 


2 Wha t 3 is the thing 2 in this Command- 
A. The Duty of 0; Nataral Parents, that 
and (if need be) Succouring, Helping and 


A. This Gander is to be Di el 


agree - 


From Subjects Actual obedience to their Sni 
niſhments as thall be Tc Sd them for Not Obey- t 


Attention, and Submiſſion with a Due Reward for 


the 


F che Proviſion made by the Tons be Not Sufficient, 

Remembring what St. Paul ſaith, that ſince They S 
unto us Spiritual things, it is but a Small thing if They 
Reap our Carnal er Temporal Things, Hebr. 13. 17. 


1 Cor. 9. 7, 8,9, 10, 11. 


From Wives towards their Hetthongs E Hons 
and Obedience; a Careful and Juſt Management of 
their Concerns, not to Forſake them in any Troubles 
or Adverſities; with other Duties belonging more 


particularly to the Seventh Commandmenr. 


From Servants, Appromticer, Hired - Labourers, QC. 
towards their Maſters Diligence in their Buſineſs; 
Truth and Juſtice in what they are intruſted with; 
to be as Careful in the Management of tlieir Maſters | 
Concerns, as if they were their Own, To Honour, 


Fear, and Obey their Maſters, without Anſwering 


again, when Chid or Reproved, or Coatradyfting and 
Gainſaying what is faid to them by theirMaſters or 


2 Miſtreſſes, but to hew All Humility and Submiſſion. 


In hort to be Obedient to their Maſters, c. as 

Unt C; as to che Lord. Eph. 6. 5,6;7. Tit. 2. 9,10. 

1 Pet. 2. 18, _— - 
From Twyger towards the Elder an outward decent 


Reſpect to their Age, Giving them the upper place, 
if of Equal Rank; to hearken to their Advice, eſpe- 

cially in ſuch things as they have had long Experi- 
ence in; Not to Laugh at or Affront them for Any 
J Infirmities of Old Age, c. Lev. 19. 22. Jeb 32. 7 
Prov. 16. 31. 1 Tim. 5. 1, 2. 


And on the other hand this Ciba Require; 
From Parents to their Children Care to Breed them 
1p, when Young, and to inſtruct them early in the 
Principles of Religion, and to that end more eſpecially 


to have them taught to Read the Bible; to make Tem- 


poral Previſion for them according to their abilities; 
to be Gentle towards them in their common Behavi- 
our, to Encourage them when they do Well; to Pu- 
nith them 1 they do Il, not out of Paſſion, but 
according to the Fault. K 
Fron: 


= Ca 2 
From Princes, and Others in authority under them to- 
wards the People, to Deſign in all things the Publick F 
Good, and therefore eſpecially to take care, that the Þ ©" 
True Religion be Maintain'd and Encourag'd, and that 
All Falfe, Schiſmatical, or otherwiſe Unjuft/fizble Ways 
of Worſhip be (tho' Tolerated or nor Reſtrained by 
Force, yer) Diſcoutag'd and Diſcountenanc'dby All 
Proper and Suitable Merhods ; ro Endeavour to Pur 
# ſtop to All Vice and Irreligion; to Rule with Gen- 
tleneſs. Juſtice, and Equity, &c. 1 Kings 3. 7,9. P. 72.1. 
Kc. Pf. 10 r. Prov. 20.28. I/ 49 23. Rom. 13.4. 1 Pet. 2.14. 
From 7:acbers to their Scholars, Faithfully and Dili- 
gently to attend their Teaching; and more particu- 
larly from Miniſters to their People, Faichfully and Pi- 
ligently to attend on their Miniſtry, and to Suffer No 
1 9 8 Farr or Time of Publick Service to Grow into Diſuſe 
by any 


ault or Negle& of Their Own ; Seriouſly ro : 
Confider Whar InftruKion is moſt Proper and Need- | 


ren! for their Pari/bioners, and Chiefly to Inſiſt a ,] 
and Not to Omit Handling of Them er ear 
of Ging Offence to Such as are Faulry h or 
on Any other Worldly or Time-ſerving on 
ven whatever : In hort, Freely and Plainſy to tell“ 
Every One of his Faults, and to Endeavour his A-“ 


mendment All rhe Ways they Can. Exek. 3. 17, v8 
£7: 20. 20. G21. I. 10. 2 Cor. 6. 2. . ; 
From Burhands to their ut to be Kind and Lo- 
ung to them, to let them partake of their Subſtance, Þ 
29 look afrer them in all Diſtrefſes, and not to be Se- 
2arared from them till Death; with other Duties re. 
iatins more immediately to the Seventh Command- I 7 
ment. 5 5 


Ld 
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From ages to their Servants, &c. Kindneſs and b 
{;entleneſs; to allow them what is Convement in all an 


anipeSs; to take care of their Souls as well as Bodies; 
ind to that end to allow them Due time for the Ser- 
vice of God both private and publick. Eph. 6. 9. Co I ©? 
Ln. Jon, JE 1 | 


From Eee Perſons to To#rzerito give them good ti 


| Example, and their 


. . 
Advice and Dire gion in all 


things they can by reaſon of their Greater Experi- 


| ence, 


Ce. AK 4.2, $4. | 
2. This Commandmear is to be underſtood to Fore 


id Children being any ways Undutiful to their Parents, 


and Parents being Unkind to their Children: Subjedts 


to Reſiſt or take up Arms, or to Plot cr be any ways 


Acceſſary to Any Plot or Contrivance of Treaſon, 
againſt their Lamful Sovereign ; and Sovereigns to Op- 
preſs or Tyrannize or Uſurp and Exerciſe any Illegal 


and Undue Authority over their SubjeFs : Pariſhioners | 


to be Diſreſpectful or any ways Perverſe or Froward 
to their Miniſters; to Withdraw themſelves from 


Hearing their own Miniſter upon any Quarrel or Diſ- 


taſt, or out of Slight and Contempt, and to become 


 Hearers of Any Other (tho' a Lawful and Rightful) 
Miniſter ; much more to Leave their Own Parijh-M;. 
uiſter, and to Follow any Schiſinatica or Diſſenting 


N 


Teacher ; and on the other fide this Command For- 
bids Miniſters to give to their Pariſhioners any Juſt 


Grounds for Diſreſpect or Leaving them; to give 


them Bad Example either by Living Diſorderly them 
ſelves, or by Kceping 8 and being Faniiliar 
with Any others that walk Diſorderly, as Cen, 
Drunkards, Swearer:, &c. allo Obſtinate Dinter, e. 
ſpecially Diſſent ing Teachers foraſmuch as the Cormmax. 
People are too apt to be induced by Sceing their Own 
Minifters Familiar with Diſſcating Teachers ro think the 


it matters not, Wh: they go to Hear, and %o or- 
Brought not to have Due Apprehenſion of the 


Tic: 
nous and Damnable Sin of Separating From: dhe Coin iy. 
nion of the Church of England, . T's other Varts 
of this Branch may be eaſily inferred from What las 
been ſaid in Relation to Husbarnds and Flo, 


and Servants, &c. under the foregoing Franc. 


to the Jews in reſpe& of Obedience to this (ome 
mandment, and how fac doth it belong tg: Us: Cn. 


What is the Encouragement, d. — 


4 1 
3 17 e 
4 1 0 217 


ſtians? 


2 


þ. * 
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A. The Encouragement given to the Jews for to 
Obey this Command was, that it ſhould be a Specia! 
Means to Prolong their days in the Land of Canaan. 
And therefore on the Like Grounds We Chriftian: 
may Reaſonably hope, that Our Obſervance of this 
Command will be a Good Means for Our Proſperity in 
this Life, but more eſpecially for Our Everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs in the Heavenly Canaan. 80 3 
_ 2. What is the Sieh Commandment? | 
What is the Sin expreſs/y Forbidden by this Com- 
mandment? _ F 
A. The Sin of Murther, or Wilfully and Unlaw- 
fully taking away a Man's Life. 2; 
10 What is further to be underſtood by this Com- 
- mand? 1 3 1 


4. Thereby is to be underſtood @ 


I. As Forbidden, All contriving or ſeeking to take 


_ away a Man's Life, and whatever tends ro Murther, 
as Immoderare Anger, Hatred, Revenge, Evil-ſpeak- 
ing, Quarrelling, Drunkenneſs, Setting others at Va- 


riance, Setting Boys to fight and ſo Training them | 


up to Revenge, c. As alſo all Murthering or Hurt- 
ing a Man's Reputation by Back- biting, Slandering or 
Tale-bearing: All Uncharitableneſs or Unwilling- 


nes to contribute towards the Relief of Others ne- 


ceſſities according to our abilities. Moreover, All 
Imprecations or Curling and Wifhing Evil to Others 
and fo theſe and the like Expreſſions, Damn ye, Rue pe, 
the Devil take ye, Plague or Pox on ye, &c: Laſtly 
Self. murther or Killing Ones ſelf, either on purpoſe, 
or in effe& by Intemperance or Any other Vice, 

which naturally tends to ſhorren Life. 5 ma 
2. As Required, to Do All we Lawfully can for 
the Safety both of our Own and Neighbours Lives ; 
to Promote the Good and Welfare of Others; to En- 
deavour to make Peace berween them that are ar 
Difference, to Offer no Injuries our ſelves to Ochers, 
3nd to put up (eſpecially ſmall ) Injuries offered by 


thers 
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Others to Us; to be Charitable according to our 


ability, c. Mat. 5. 9, 21, 44, Cc. 
2. What is the Seventh Commandment? 

A. Thou ſhalt not commit Ndultery. | 
What is the Sin expr:/:!y Forbidden by this 


| Commandment ? 
A. Adultery, or being Unfaithful to the Marriage-bed. 


2. What elſe is to be underſtood by this Com- 
mandment? On : 
A. Thereby is to be underſtood, 1. As Forbidden, 
All ſorts of Umncleanneſs whatever; and therefore all 
other Acts of Uncleanneſs beſides Adultery, ſuch as 
are Fornication or Carnal knowledge between Single 
er Unmarried perſons ; all Inceſt, as between Father 
and Daughter, Son and Mother, all Unſeemly Mar- 
riages between Near Relations; Sodomy or Mens 
working with Men that which is Unſeemly : All 
Uncleanneſs in Words or Diſcourſe, Filthy or Bawdy 
expreffions,Learning or Singing Bawdy Songs or Bal- 


lads, or Hearkening to them when ſung by others; 


all Obſcene or Bawdy Allufions by uſing words of a 


Like ſound in a different and Bawdy ſenſe, as is too 


uſual among Common people in the time of Harveſt; 
all Unclean Thoughts or Deſires, and ſo much as 
looking upon a Woman to Luſt after her. Laſtly, All 
things that naturally tend to Excite Uncleanneſs or 
Luft, as Immodeſty in Dreſſing, Wantonneſs in Be- 
haviour, Intemperance, and Idleneſs the Great Parent 
or Cauſe of All Vice. Mat. 5. 29, &c. 1 Cor. 3. 17. 


and 6. 9. and 9. 27. Gal. 5. 19. Eph. F. 3, 4, &c. Rom. 


JJ 5. 40 4 18 EG 
2. As Required, All Faithfulneſs to the Marriage- 


ed, Chaſtity not only in Deed, but in Word and 


Thought, and whatever may tend to promote Cha- 
ſtity, as Gravity in behaviour, Modeſty in apparel, 
Temperance, and more eſpecially Diligence in ones 
Calling or Keeping ones ſelf continually imployed in 
ſome honeſt and lawful concern. _ 
What is the puniſhment appointed by God for 
Adultery x e A. Ne 


. 
A. No leſs than Preſent Death : whence we may I. 
learn that however Men may eſcape the Puniſhment ſo 


due to this Sin in this Life, yet without a Sincere and ©! 
ſpecial Repentance they ſhall be Puniſhed for it with Þ L 
Eternal Death in the life to come. 5 R 

©. What is the Eighth Commandment ? | re 
po A. Thou ſhalt not Steal. | | | th 


0.W hat is the thing expreſs'd in this Commandment? hi 
A. The Sin of Stealing or taking away Another's de 
_ Goods ſecretly and without his confent. ' th 
What elfe is to be underſtood by this Com- 1p 
mandment.? F N 
A. Hereby is to be underſtocd „ 
I. As Forbidden, All manner of Unlawful Gain, or | be 
Keeping Back from another what is his Right: all | of 
| forts of Robbing, as Robbing on the Highway, Robb- ( 
ing Houſes, Barns, Orchards, &c. all Sorts of Cheat- || U 
ing in Buying and Selling, as Falſe Weights, Falſe | 1 
Meaſures 3 All Over- reaching or making One that 1 
does not underſtand the matter, to pay above the C 
common value of the thing, or above what it would do 
have been ſold for to another: Borrowing without fo 
intending to pay, or when not able to pay : Extortion ] 
or making ſuch as are in need for Money pay above 
the Lawful uſe of it; Demanding Exceſſive rates for | Ep 
 Procuring, Continuing or Advancing of Money and 
Intereſt: Buying Mens Goods or Eſtates that are in 
Want at too Low and Under Rates: All Eye-ſervice 
in Servants, Apprentices, or Day-labourers : Per- 
twading or Tempting Men to ſpend their Money in | 
Drinking or Tipling, as is the Common practice“ 
of A'c-Sel:rs : Being any ways Acceſſary to Theft, Ste 
Robbery, or any of the fore-· mentioned Sins, as by 21 
Receiving, Concealing and helping to put off Stolen 4g 
goods, &c. Likewiſe whatever may tend to bring al 
a Man to Poverty, or ſuch a condition, as may put to 
him upon Stealing or Robbing, as Idleneſs, c. 
Likewiſe Going to Law upon an Unjuſt title, or th 
Keeping away any thing from another by having the F,. 
a | | — 1 
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Longer Purſe to hold out at Law ; Encouraging per- 


ſons to go to Law in an Unjuſt cauſe, or being any 
other ways Coucerned in carrying on an Uojuſt 


| Law-fuir. Moreover, Asking of Charity or ſecking 


E TS. IE * "4 
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Relief (by any ways) of Others, when We do not 
really ſtand in Need of It; Putting Ones ſelf upon 
the Pariſh, when One hath wherewithal ro Maintain 
himſelf with his own Induſtry ; Breaking or Pre- 
tending Not to have where with to Pay Others, only 
that we may make them Compound, cr. All M- 
ſpending of Publick Monies (defion'd for Repairins of 
High-ways or the Like) in Treats or Drinking, and 
Not Laying it out as Faithfully and as Far as if It had 

been Ozr Ow: : Laſtly, the Greareſt Degree of the Sin 


of Stealing, or That which is peculiarlyeall'd Sacri- 


leage, namely, Stealing or Taking away from irs Right 
Ufe ſomewhat that is Holy and Ser apart to ſome Re 
liziou Uſe: Of which ſort is Robbing Churches or 
aking away the Communion-Plate, Pulpit-Cuſhions or 
Cloth, &c. as alſo Keeping Back Any Monics Given 
to the Church, or Miſ.ſpending Any Monies allowed 
for the Repair of It, &c. Defrauding M:inift-rs of 
Any Part of their _ or Dues ; or Forcing them to 
Go to Law for It, &c. Lev. 19. 11, 13. Rom. 2.21, 
Eph. 4. 28. Exod. 23. 9. Lev. 25. 14. E. 37. 21. Prov. 
20. 10. and 22. 16. and 28. 8. Lake 18. 11. 1 Cor. 5. 
10. 11. and 6. 1e. 1 70 /. 4.6. Jam. 5.4. 1 Im 5.8. 
Prov. 6. 1. and 11. 15. and 22. 26. Deut. 23. 19, 20. 
Pf. 15. 5. Prov. 28. 8. and 10. 2, and 13. 11. and 20. 
21. Jer, 1. It. Mat. g. 40. 1 Cor. 6. 1, 6,7, Kc. 
2. As Required, To Hinder all we can others from 
Stealing and Robbing; to Complain of to the Ma- 
giſtrate, and to have the Laws put in Execution 
againſt, Idle perſons, Drunkards, &c. to Diſcover 
all Thefrs, Robberies, or Steln goods we know of : 
to be faithful in our Maſters buſineſs ; and when 
Hired by the Day, to do an honeſt Days-work, 


though we be not over-looked : to be Diligent and 


Painful in our Calling, — to endeavour thereby to 
. eee js ger 


5 [ 40 ] „ 
get an honeſt Livelihood: to be True and Juſt in All 
our dealings with Others. Pſ. 15. 1, 2. Prov. 16.17. 
ek. 33. 15, 16. Mic. 6. 8. Eph, 4. 28. 1 Tb. 3. 11, 12. 
| 9, What is the Ninth Commandment ? 
| * Then ſhalt not bear Falſe Witneſs againft thy 


What is the thing expreſs in this Command. 
ment? 8 8 
A. The Sin expreſly Forbidden hereby is Bearing 
Falſe Witneſs againſt our Neighbour, or Falſely Ac- 
cuſing him, eſpecially in Judgment, or in a Court of 
Juſtice. Prov. 6, 18, 19. Luke 3. 14. 5 
Q. What is to be further underſtood by this Com- 
mandment ? EEE hf , 
A. Hereby is to be underſtood 5 
I. As Forbidden, All forts or manner of Lying, whe- 
ther by Word, or Geſture, or Signs, or Writing, &c. F 
Giving in 4 Falſe Verdi on any Occafion whatever, | 
either out of Revenge or I. Wil. or out of Favour | 
or Kindneſs to the Party or Parties concerned in the | 
Verditt: All ways of being Acceſſary to Falſe wit- 
neſs,as Suborning or Procuring by Money Falſe wit- 
neſſes, or getting another Perſon to procure them for 
us: All Counterfciting of Hands and Seals, or Any 
other Writing, which may ſerve to overthrow our 
Neighbour's Cauſe : Likewiſe All Calumny or raiſing 
and ſpreading falſe and ſcandalous Reports Concern- 
ing our Neighbour : Tale-bearing or Carrying Falſe 
Stories from houſe to houſe : Being apt to give heed 
to ſuch Stories, or any ways to encourage ſuch as 
bring them, or to cenſure or judge hard of others 
without juſt Cauſe, Oc. 1 Kings 21. 19. Mar. 26. 5g. 
- Pf. 15. 1, 2. Mas, J. 1, 2. Eph. 4.25. Jem. 1. 26, Lev. 
19. 16. Prev. 1. 11, i 1$. 8. and 26 2ã2 + -- 
2. As Required, To be very Exad in ſpeaking no- 
thing but Truth of our Neighbour: To be Ready 
to bear True Witneſs to him upon all Occaſions, and 
though it cannot be done without getting the III-will 
vf lome other: To Diſcover all Perjuries gt — 
| | | Chil» 


Servant, noz his Maid, nor his Ox, nor his Als. 


mand ? 


more immediately towards God, — is contained 


11 


| Teſtimonies, FE of Hands and Seals, e. To 


Vindicate our Neighbour's Reputation as far as we 


can, or otherwiſe to hold our Tongues and ſay No- 
1705 of him, at leaſt not to Aggravate his Faults: 
To 


udge moſt Charitably of others Actions, and 
whenever our Neighbour's Action is fairly Capable 


of a Good as well as Bad Conſtruction, to take it in 


the Beſt Senſe. Pf. 15. 1, 2. Eph. 4. 25. 1 Peg. 1 10. 
Mot. 7. 1, 2. 1 Cor. 13. 5, 7. Like 23. 41. Afﬀs 25. 7. 
Q. What is the Tenth Commandment? 
A. Thou ſhalt not Tovet thy Neighbour's Bouſe, 
thou ſhalt not Tover thy Meighbouz's Wife, nor his 


nor any thing that is his. 
2, What is the Sin Forbidden in this Commend. 


ment? 


4. The Coveting or Unlaw fal Defire of what i is 


Another Mans; namely, when a Mans Defire puts 
him upon thinking or contriving to get into his Own 
hands that which is Another". without the Conſent of 
Him to whom it belongs; or by Any other H 
means. Rom. 7.7. Gat. 5. 16, 17. Tho. 4. 21. Col. 3.5. 

I 1 Per. 2. 11. 


2. What is further to be underſtood by this Com- 
A. It may be looked upon as the Sum of All the 


BY = Commands that have Reſpect to our Neigh- 
bour, and conſequently thereby is to be underſtood 


1. As Forbidden, Whatever can be ſuppoſed to be 
to the Prejudice or Hurt of our Neighbour, | 
As Required, To be Content with Our prsſent 
Seas and C ondition, whatever it be; ſo as not to 
Envy our Neighbour upon the account of ANY thing 
he poſſeſſes. 1 Cor. 13 4. Phil. 4. 1. 1 Theſſ. 4 11,12. 


II.. 6. 6: Hebr, 13 «5. 


Q 9. What doſt thou chieftp __ be thele Com 


mandments 2? 


A. J learn Two things in general, my Duty ; 


13 


: 4 
: 
0! 
4 
$ 
'? 
J 
: 
1 
: - 
. 1 
: 
N 


immediately towards my Neighbour, which is con- 
tained in the Six La# Commandments. And on ac- 
count of this Twofold general Diviſion it is, that the 


With all my heart, with all my mind, with all my ſoul, Þ 


particularly and fully thus, namely in reſpett to the g 
fiſt Commandment) To Believe in him, to Fear 


my Mind, with all my Soul and with all my Strength; 


Image or Likeneſs, but Immediately or Directly) to] 


„ 


in the Four Firſt Commandments ; and my Duty more 


Ien Commandments were at firſt writ in Two diſtinct 
T:bl:5, One containing Our Duty to Goa, the Other ro 
o Neighbour ; and alſo that our Saviour reduces the 
Commandments but to Two in general, the Fir# like- Þ 
wiſe containing Our Duty to Ged, the Second Our Du: 
te our N:izhbour, Exod. 31. 18, and 34. 1. Mat. * 
38, 39, 40. . 55 
Q. What is thy Duty towazds God ? i 
A. Wy Duty towards God is (by our Saviour Þ 1 
Mark 12. 30. ſummed up in ſhort thus, To love bim 


ond with all my ftrenzth : but it may be deſcrib'd more lit 


him, and to Love him with all my Yearr, with all | 
in reipect to the ſecond Commandment (not by any] 
worſhip him, to give him Thanks, to put my whole | 


Truſt in him, to call upon him: in reſpe& to the 
third Commandment, to Honour his Holy Name and] cor 


his Word; and (in reſpect to the fourth Command- elſe 
ment) to Serve him truly (as at other times and in] 


*. 
O 
"Oy 


Private, ſo eſpecially on the Sabbath-day and by faith- Gar 
_—_ 3 his Public Service) all the days off tive 
mp life. 23 75 
Q what is thy Duty towards thy Neighbour? che. 
A. My Dirty towards mp Neighbour is (as our] fro! 
Saviour, Mat 7. 12. Mark 1g. 31. hath ſummed it up No 


i ſhort) To love him as my lelf, and to do unte or: 


All men as J would They ſhould do unto Me; (orf for: 
as it may be more Largely deſcribed in regard to mu 
Each of the Str Commandments belonging to my Inte 
Neighbour, namely in reſpe& to the fifth) to love, ri 

honour, and ſuccour my Father and * cop hel 
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yhonour and obey the Queen, and all that are put in 
Authority under her; to ſubmit my ſelf to ali mp 
| Governours, Teachers, Spizitual Paſtors and Ma⸗ 
* ters; to order my ſelf Lowly and Keverently to all 
* my Vetters: (in reſpect to the ſixth ) to Hurt no 
body by word or Deed, to bear no malice nor hatred 

in mp heart: (in reſpect to the eighth) to be True 
and Juft in all my dealing; to keep my Hands from 

Picking and Stealing; and in reſpe& to the ninth) 


my Tongue from Evil-ſpeaking, Lying and Slander⸗ 


ing: (in reſpect to the ſevenrh ) ts keep my body 


in Temperance, Soberneſs and Chaſtity; ( laſtly, 
in reſpect to the tenth) not tsTovet nor Deſire other 
mens Goods, but to learn and labour truly to get 
me own living, and to do my Duty in that ſtate of 
like, unto which it ſhali pleaſe God to call me. 


What is to be underſtood by Loving God with 


SU: 42 Heart, &c ? or, Are we thereby Required to 

Allow no Room: at all in our Hearts for Any Degree of ¼ 
| Love to Any Other Being but God ? OO 
A. No, thus much is not to be underſtood thereby, 
s is evident from Our being Commanded by God 
* Himſc]f to Love our Neighbour, and that as Our ſelves, 
Wherefore the Duty of Loving God with All the Heart 
conſiſts in Loving God Fer Above and Beyond Al things 
| Elſe whatever: ſo as not to let our Love or Affection 
to Any thing elſe Draw us from Doing our Duty to 
Cod; but on the contrary to Love Leſs, nay compara- 
tively to Hate our (otherwiſe) Deareſt Relations, Fa- 
' ther and Mether, &c. yea aud Our own Lives alſo, when 
| they ſtand in competition with, or would Draw us 
from Our Duty to God. And hence ic follows, that 


No one ought out of Obedience to his Parents, Maſter 


or the Like, to Do Any thing that is Sf, and there- 


fore Not to Leave hit Pariſh Church and Go to Meetings ; 
much leſs ought Any Ons ro do fo out of T:mporr! 


yÞ Intereft, or in compliance to the Will of Any Rela- 
tion out of hopes of being his Heir or Getting What 
| he leaves at his Death. | 5 


What 
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bour "as my ſeif? Am I thereby Required to take the 
(ame Care for my Neizhbour's or his Families Subſitence, Þ 


as for my Own or #y Families, or the like? 


4. By no means: but by Loving my Neighbour a; | 


my ſelf is to be underſtood (according to our Saviour's 


Own Expoſition) Being Willing and Ready to Do ts 


Him, as I would Others ſponld to me; that is, whatever 


1 may Lawfully and Reaſonably Deſire of Another to 
Do for Me, in my Caſe, the ſame I am in Duty Bound 


to Do to Any Other in the Like Caſe but not or her- 


wiſe. Hence if a Malefactor ſhould deſire me to For- 


ſwear my Self to ſave his Life, though I might be ſo 


Wicked perhaps as to Defire (was I in the like Caſe ) 
that Another would Forſ wear himſelf fe or Me; yet I am 


not therefore obliged to Do ſo for Him, becauſe nei- 
ther Ought I to deſire ſuch a thing of Another, nor An) 


ot her to deſire it of Me. And fo fora Ly, or being 
Bound, Cc. for Another. oe 


* 


par III. 


Of the Church. Catechiſm, 


| Wherein we are more particularly and fully] 
mftrutted in the Knowleds of the Mean: 


ot Grace. 


Q. W have been largely inſtructed as to the 

” Firſt general Principle of our Chriſtian 
Religion, to wit, the Knowledg of the Goſpel-Cove- 
nant, and are now to be more fully inſtrufted in the 
Other General Principle of Chriſtianity, to wit, the 


Knowledg of the Mean, of Grace : tell me therefore, | 


A. There 


© 
(4 
*. 
* 
* 
* 
L 


how many there be ? 


g. What is to be underſtood by Loving my Neighs | 
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i 1 at n F N 


3 471 705 

A. There are ſeveral Means of Grace, as Hearing, 
Reading and Medirating on the Holy Scriptures ; 
Hearing Sermons, Lectures or Expoſitions on the Ca- 


a techiſin, &c. but ſuch as are Neceſſary to All Chriſti- 


ans whatever, and ſo moſt need to be explained and 
underſtood, are thoſe which our Catechiſm does more 
particularly take notice of, namely, Prayer and the 
5 aeramenis. EO ICT. DI 


SECTION th e Firlt. 
Concerning Prayer. 


Q. To begin with Prayer, concerning which the 
Catechiſm teaches us thus in general : Mp good Child, 
know this that thou art not Able to do theſe things 
of thy ſelf, nor to walk in rhe Commandments of God, 
and to ſerve him, without his ſpecial Srace, which 
thou mutt learn at Au times to call fo; by dil:gent 
Prayer. Tell me now, what may be learnt from 
the foregoing Inſtruftion concerning Prayer? 

A. From it may be learne, ih = 

r. The Reaſin or Neceſſity of Prayer, namely, Onur 
Not being able of our ſelves to do what we ought, 
and the Sufficiency of God's Grace :% Enable us thereto, 

2. The Frequency or Times of Prayer, namely, that 


we ought to be Ready and Willing at Bll times to 


call upon God by Prayer: and therefore bglides our 
own Private Prayers, ought not to neglett Publick 
Prayers at the Church, on Holidays or Commun-4ay: 
of the Week as well as Sundays. „ 

3. That our Prayers ought to be with Diligence, 
that is, wich a Devout Attention and Earneſtneſs, Cc. 

2. Does a Man Sin, if he does not come to Church, 
as oft as there are Publick Prayers * 

A. As oft as nothing Keeps a Man from coming but 
his Want of a Mind or Will to come; ſo oft he is guil- 
ty of (a Hilfal negl:& and contempt of God's Ser- 
vice and of his awn Salvation, and therefore of 

5 (; | Sen. 
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in But when a Man is kept away upon any occaſion 
againſt his Will, then his Abſence (being not Willful, 
therefore) is uf. 
22 Bur though a Man by neceſſary buſineſs be 


kept Himfelf from Church againſt his will, yet ought 


he not to tke care that Others of his Family attend the 
Publick Prayers, Whenever there be any? 

A4. The Same Duty to God, and the Like Concern 
for Eternal Salvation, which obliges a Man to come 


mf if he can, does alſo oblige him to take care, 


that as Many of his Family come to Publick Prayers, 
as can be ſpar' without conſiderable Inconveniency 
And becauſe it cannot be well ſuppoſed, but at leaſt 
One in any confiderahlc Family may be well enough 
ſpared at Any time when there is Publick Prayer, there- 
fore he that ſuffers his Whole Family to be Abſent,and 
does not take effectual care that ( if not More, yet) 
One at leaſt of his Family attend the Publick Service, 
does thereby become Guilry of a Hallſul Neglect and 
Contempt of God's Service, and thereby of Sin. 
V. Suppoſe a Perſon does bat cis to the Publick 
Prayers, does it matter much, when he enmes, whether 
at the very Beginning or Any time after? 

A Ir does matter very much; ſo much that who- 
ſoever comes not ſo, as to be Preſent at the Beginnin 
of Publick Prayers, and might have come, if he had 
but a Mind or Will; does therchy ſhew a Millful 
Diſreſpeſt and an Averſion to God's Service and ſo 
becomes guilty of Sin. And ſuch as make it a Cufom 
to come, Nut at the Beginning, but ſome conſiderable 
time after, thereby become guilty of an Habitual and 
therefore of a much Greater, Sin. "Tis true that a 
God and Religious Man may happen to come ſome- 
times aſter Prayer is begun, but this, being not De- 
ſignedly or of Choice, but by Chance and againſt his 

Will, and he being ſincerely forry when it does 
happen fo ; on theſe Accounts this will not be im- 

puted to him as a Sin. Moreover, tis to be con- 

Adered, that as God has expreſsly declared that be 
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would not accept from the Few; a Mained Sacrifice 


under the Law, ſo (we may rightly learn from 
thence that) he will much leſs Accept of a MA M 


| Sacrifice from Us Chriſtians under the Goſpel. But 


now whoſoever doth not attend the Publick Pray- 
ers from Beginning to Ending, does fer unto God 


” a aimed Sacrifice, and therefore ſuch a5 he will 
Not Accept. Lev. 22 21, 22. Ml. 1. 8. Matth. 5, 


17, 20. | 


2 How comes it to paſs that Men are generally ſo 


| Backward to come to Publick Prayers ? 


* The true and plain Reaſons at the bomom Are 
1. A Want of a Due Senſe of Religion or their 


Boumden Duty to Col. For did Men but ſeriouſly and 


MERA 


eber e 


duly conſider, how much God hath done and daily 


doth for them, that he Created and Redeem'd, and hath 


hitherto and does daily Preſerve them; they could 


not but think themſelves obliged to lay hold of all 
Opportunities to Return him Pabliek Thank: and 
Praiſe for ſuch his unſpeakable and yet undeſerved 
Mercies. In a word, did Mea but duly conſider, that 


cis God that gives them their Whole Time, they could 


not for Shame grudg to allow ſo S ma a ſhare of it to 
his Publick Service z they could not for Shame grudg 
an Hour, or ſometimes Two, but moſt frequently Le.. 
than an Hour in a Day to the Publick Worſhip of Him, 
who gives them the Whole Day. „ 
2. A Want of a Due Senſe of their Own Myetchea- 
neſs Temporal and Spiritual wichout God's Goodneſs 


and Mercy. For as to their Tempora! State did Men 


but duly confider, that they could not be Able ro 
Work, without God gave them Health and Strength; 
that their Work (when they are at it) ſigni fies Little or 
Nothing to their Support and Maintenance, withoft 
God gives a Bleſing thereunto ; and therefore that a 
Small time taken from their Work, and beſtowed on 
God's Service,is moſt Likely to be ſo far from Damaging 


chem, that it will rather Procure God's ſpecial Bleſſing 


G 2 upon 


1 E 
pon their Labour, and ſo make what they take in Þ . 
| hand to Proſper : had Men but theſe Conſiderations, | 5 


they would not be fo Ready and Willing (not to ſay ©® 
Glad) to Excuſe themſelves for tarrying from Publick Þ /:ch 
Frayert on Week-days, by urging that they are Forced Þ® - 


to Work for their Liveli hond: but would rather be in- tio! 
duced to Come to God's Publick Service, that ſu their La- Þ wa 
bour might Proſper the more by God's ſpecial Bleſſing, | 
and bring them in a Bitter Livelihood. | 

Again, as to their Spiritual State, did Men but duly Þ 
conſider that both God's Pardon for Sins paſt; and his us 
Grace to amend for the time to come, is not to be at- int 
rained without Prayer, and that Publick as well as Pri- tot 
vate; and that without Both (God's Pardon and ] ful! 
Grace) they cannot eſcape Eternal Damnation; they the 

could not think it Much to take away a Little time of 
from their Common buſineſs on any Week - day (tho | we 
it ſhould poſſibly be ſome Diſadvantage to their Tem- or 
poral Circumſtances ) for Prayers, Publick as well as | ral | 
Private ; ſince the Former as well as Latter is fo Ne- | £< 
ceſſary a Means to ſecure their Erernal Happineſs. Pra: 
3. A Wrong Apprehenſion of the Nature of Prayer; 4 
For ſuch is the great Subtilty of that Wicked one, | H-a: 
the Devil, as to make Men generally look upon Prayer | to c 
but on One fide, only as a Piece of Homage to Another | to P 
Being and as en Inſtance of cur Own Inſufficiency or Weak. | the 
neſr; which confiderations being Ungrareful to the | prop 
Natural Pride of Man do directly tend to createin | | 2 
Men an Averſion to and Dueaſiueſt in the duty of Prayer, | Pray 
Whereas would Men but conſider or look on Prayer | to c« 
on the Other ſide as it is of Infenite Advantage and | met 
Pencfit e t, as it is really an Iuß ite Priviledge, and [in Pr 
| Honour, that God ſhould vouchfate us not only Leave 4 
. * alſo Opportunity, fo Frequently to Come even and 
„ o his Own Honſe or Courts; where he is Prefent in lis at 
Niers eſpecial manner to hear and receive our Prayers : does 
theſe conſiderations (if duly weighed) could not but Pray 
make Men eſteem it not a Barden but a Bl-ffing : nor Ever 
fo much a piece of Scrvice, as 4 piece of the Higheſt ent 

Honour 
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, Honour We are Capable of, Publickly to Artend God in 
is Hol) Houſes or Churches. 


92. How ought we to Behave our ſelves at the Pub. i 


* /ick Service of God? 


A. With the greateſt Devotion of Soul or Atten- 


5 tion of Mind we can, and alſo with a profound Out- 
w ard Reverence of Body, And therefore in order to 
keep Cloſe o Attention, all care is to be taken, to 


keep our Eyes from Wander: 'ng and Gazing about upon 


others; and tis very adviſable, to bring along with 
us our Bibles and Common. Prayer Books, and to Read 
in them the ſeveral parts of Divine Service. In order 

to the Outward Re vercuce of Body, it is our Duty care- 
fully to obſerve the Rules and Orders preſcribed by 
the Governours of our Chureh through the ſeveral parts 
of Divine Service, Kuceling or Standing, &c. when 
vue are directed to Knecel or Stand, &c. by the Rubrick 
or Rules ſer down in a ſmaller Print before the ſeve- 
ral parts of the Common- Prayer. 


&. What is to be done, when there are no Publick 


N Prayers at the Church? 


A. On every ſuch day tis highly requiſite for the 


Head (whether Maſter vr Miſtre[s, &c.) of every ani, 
to call together, at leaſt Once i in the day, the Family 
to Prayers, to which purpoſe tis Adviſable to take 
the Miniſter's Direction, what Famil - Prayers are 
| proper or moſt fitting to be made uſe of. 


Having ſeen our duty in reſpe& of Publick 


ö prayer, whether in Church or Family; come we now 

to conſider our duty in reſpect of Private Prayer: tell 
me therefore, how oft Every perſon is bound to pray 
in Private or by himſelf? 


A. Twice a day, namely, Mornings at our Riſing. 
and Nights when we are going to Bed. And this 
is an indiſpenſable duty, inſomuch that Whoſotve 
does neglect Either of theſe Returns of Private 
Prayer, is guilty of a great and inexcuſable Sin. But 
Every truly Pious and Religious Man will not Cn 


tent himſelf with the very Lowe degree of my 
| this 


=  Þ» 2 TT 
this reſpe$, and therefore will accuſtom himſelf to 
pray Oftner in Private, as did Holy Men of old, ſome 
of whom we read in Scripture prayed (a) Three times 
a Day (to wit, at Morning, Noon, and Night) ſome 
(b) Seven times a Day, &c. And this as They did, 
ſao Every Pious Man will do in ſome meaſure ab 


the very Loweff Degree of duty: becauſe he conſiders, 5 


that God in this caſe of Private Prayer ( as in other F 


Meant of Grace) hath not 3 Sy enjoyn'd a Greater 
at we do over or as oft as 


number of times, that ſo w 
we Pray, above Twice, it may be not of Bounden, but 


Alfeckionate duty; not of Conſtraint, but Love; and ſo ti 


the more Acceptable ro God. (a) Daw 6. 10. fel. 


FF. 1. (b) Pſal. 119. 164 


Als it any matter, how or in what poſture a Man | | 


| fays his Private Prayers? © . 


A. Ic is a great matter. For when we pray in pri- i 


vate, we pray to the ſame God, as we pray to in pub- 

lick; and ſo ought to pray with the ſame Reverence 
both of Soul and Body. And therefore as we ought to 
take all care poſſible, to keep our Thoughts from wan- | 
ering ; ſo ought we to uſe that Humble and Fit poſtur: | 
of Body for Supplicants, namely Kneeling, and that 
Decently, and xs! Lolling on our Elbows on Bed or | 
Chair, except we lie under ſome Bodily indiſpoſition, 
which forces us ſo to do: much leſs ought we to ſay þ 
our Private Prayers after ſo very Lazy and Irreverent | * 
a manner, as Lying along in our Beds, except only in 
the time of Sickneſs or when we are Not able to Riſe | 
out of our Beds: For in ſuch cafes of Extremity God] 
will mercifully accept of what we Can do, for what] 
we Onght to do. Dan. 6. 10. Mat. 26. 39. Lute 22.41. 


17:m. 2. 8. 


. What Prayers ſhould a Man make uſe of in pri- .. = 
VA. and how long ought he to pray at a time? 


A. Tis very adviſable for a Common Chriſtian to con- 
ſu'r his Miniſter in this point and to uſe ſuch Prayer: 


in his Privacy as he ſhall direct him. And as to the 
Length of his Private Prayers that God has — : 
2 eft 


I: D 


I 


o | 

e | Preſent Circumſtances; only we mult take great care, 
8 : | that we do not ſhorten our Prayers n out of a 
To Dot. ro the duty.. | 

1, | Als there no Form ef Prayer, lefr us in Scripture 
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| (fe to be determined by every Man according to his 


for our uſe, either Publick or Private? 


3. N A. Ves there is, and that a moſt Excellent one in 
er | all ReſpeAs requiſite to Prayer. For there is a moſt 
er | Exqui ite and Natural order in its Meth or the 
as © Placing of its ſeveral parts; it is of no Greater Length, 
at chan that it may be uſed in the Greateſt ſtraitneſs of 
ſo time, that can be commonly ſuppoſed ; and not- 
.1 | oiduladior ſuch irs Shortneſs, it is moſt Compre- 
I éhbenſive, fo as to take in 42 we need to pray for, either 
an in relation to our Temporal or Spiritual condition. 
Inſomuch that it may be Reaſonably allowed, that it 
ri. is above the Rank or Reach of a meerly Humane 
«6. | compoſition, and could have been Compoſed by no 
nc: | other Perſon, than He that did Compole it for the 
"to | Uſe of Us vis diſciples, and who was God as well as 
an- Mau, namely our Lord Je: us Chriſt ; whence tis com- 


1 | monly called the Lord's Prayer. Mar. 6. 9. Luke 11. 

har 1, 2, &c. 

| nd 2 Let me hear therefore if thou canſt ſay the Lord 8 
taßper? E 

fay IA Dur Father which art in heaven; Hallowed 


ent de thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done 

En in Earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our 

Dailp Bread. And Forgive us our Treſpaſles as 

we Forgive them tyat treſpaſs againſt us. And lead 

us not into Tempt tion, but deliver us from Evil. 
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the 

'EGlory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


£. Into how many Parts may he Lord 5 Pray: be 


Aiſtinguiſhed? 


A. Into a Pretace or 
2 1 or Concluſion. 
7 Which is the Preface? a 
A. Out Fathe: which art in Beaver. 


heginning, Six Petitions, and 


60s \Vh ** 


1 | 
e. Why does our Saviour here teach us to pray to 
God under the title of Father? F 
A4. To inftruft us that All our Hopes of kaviag x 
our Prayers Accepted and Anſwered by God, are 
founded in God's being our Father through him our 
Bleſſed Redeemer. 
2 Why does our Saviour reach us to fray, Out 


"I To inftrult us thereby, that we ought ro be 
cConcerned, and therefore to pray for, the Welfare Þ + 
not only of Our ſelves but of All Mankind, more eſpe -( 
cially of Chriſt's Catholick Church. | 7; 

Q. Why does our Saviour add ro Dur Father this 

1 Expreſſion, which art in Heaven? 

A. To put us in mind, firſt, of the infinite Majeſty 

of God, and that therefore we ought to pray unto Þ 
him with all profound Reverence both of B y and 7 
Soul: Secondly of his infinite Power, and —— . 
that he is Able to help our wants, let 'them be what „ 
they will: Thigdly of his infinite Goodneſs, and that] -;; 
therefore he will moſt Readihy and Wi llingly give us P. 
ſuch things, as are Expedient for us. fu 
2. Which is the Firſt of the Six Petitions ? 3» 

A. Hallowed be thy ame. | 

L. What is the meaning of this Pete! 3 i 
A. That God and whatever does more immediately} th 
| Relate to him, (as his Word, his Sacraments, his Placs:| 
of Publick Worſbip or Churches, his Miniſters, &) may 
ve All due Regard ſhewn unto them, eſpecially by se 
not being Prefaned or looked upon as Common things. l 

* What is the Second Petition? 8 
A. Thy Kingdom come. 
What is the meaning of this Petition > 

A. That the Kingdom of Grace may be extended 
over the whole World, or (which is the ſame) tha: 
the Goſpel may be preached ro and embraced by All 
people: and that the Kingdom of Glory or Eternal Has. 
ping, which is reſerved for the Saints in the World 
to come, may be FI: ſiened ; * ſo We with al 
thi; 


nded 


U All 
Hap- 

VForld 
h All 


thi; 
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chat are Departed in the True Mich may 


ha c 
Perfect Conſummation and Bliſs, both in 2 


Soul. 0 7 
hat is the Third Petition ? | | 
8 2 Thy Will be done in Earth as it is f Heaven, 


9. What is the meaning of this Peciriag 
J. Thar All ſuch as hrs to Believ 
may walk Worthy of ir, or acgording to the Rules 
rhereof, and ſo may perform G S Willen Earth with 
the like Readineſs, Chearfulneſs, Cinceriry, Zeal, and 
Conſtancy as it is performed by tlie —_— and Saints 


"a 


he Goſpel, 
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2 What i is the Fourth Petition? 
A. Give us this day dur daily Bread, 
0. Whargs the meaning of this Petition? | 
A. Tbactod would ſo 'bleſs our Common ana Hon? 
as thereby to give us from 
day to day whatever is neceſſary for our - Bodily + te- 
nance; and would hkewite fo bleſs us in a cen de 
£045 Uſ: of the Mean, of Grace ( as Prayer Private and 
Publick, Reading the Bible, &c.) as thereby to give us 
ſuch a meaſure of Grace as is necdful for the. Eternal 

welfare cf our Souls. 

©. Whar is the Fifth Petition? 

A. Ind Forgive us our Treſpaſtez,as we Forgive 
them that treſpaſs againſt Ns. 

What is the meaning of this Petition? 

4. That God would be pleaſed to Jorg ive Us On 

ue, whereby we zreſpaſs or offend againſt ni im; 472 
7 hs manner 2s (or upon this condition, that) We 'do 
2 our IIearts Forgive 41 other. chat tr ſpaſs agaiuſt 

What i is to be learnt from this Petition? 


4. That if we Forgive men their Treſpaſſ:s, our 
11. averly Father will forgive u ba: if we 40 m2t forg v2 
men their Trejp: 1ſſes. Goa wi [1 3 ot fort g. De u, dur Tr eſpa is 
and therefore hat Charity is a necellary Qualificatic n 
to tender our! Frayets cccentable ca Cod Mei. 6. 
14,19 


#3 „ What 
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* What may be further learnt from this Petition? 
. That Our being Si uncrg 15 No Reaſon at all, why 
we jhould 1c: 4 ⁊ the Lord's Prayer : foraſmuch as 
Chriſt here ſuppoſes All that ſay it to be Sinners ; and 


teaches them at the very Beginning, that tho' they 
re Sizners, yet they may Hope for Pardon, becauſe 


God is their Father: According as in the Parable the 


Great Motive and Encouragement to the Prodigal Son 
to Retu: rn was that he was to go to a Father; I wil! 
ariſc and go to mn Father, and wil! ſay unto him, Father, 
1a ve fun, &c. Luke 15. 18, 19. | 

Q What is the Laſt Petition ? 7 

A. And lead us ndt into Temptation, but De⸗ 
liver [i 'S kzom Evil. 

2 ” Vhat is the meaning of this Petition? 

1 hat God ww ould be pleaſed not to let us fall 
i410 any IForldly Calamity or any ſuch Circumſtances 
whatever as may prove a Temptation to us to Sin: of 
elfe if he does lee Good to make Trial of our Faith 


and Conſtancy to him, that he would Enable us by his 


: Grace ! Lot fo 71 e t/ e Temptation, and ſo would De- 


l. ver 15 from the Evi! of Sin here and from the Evil of . 


Eterna] Puniſhment hereaf: er. 

£& Ve hoe the Church Catesbi ſin explain the Se 
ver 1 foregoing 2 Parts f the Loro Pr ayer ; or teach 
vou to know, What thou deſtreſt of God in this 


Draper ? 


AI explains it chas. 1 Preface i in theſe words] 
J deſire my Lord God our Heavenly Father, who 
is the giver of ail goodneſs, | then the Three Firſt Þ 
Petitions in theſe words} ts ſend his grace unto me . 


and to All Brople, that we may worſhip him, ſerve 
Zim. and obep him, as we ought to do. the Fourth 
Petition thus] Ind J pray unto God, that he will 


ſend us all things that be needful both for our Souls 


and Bodies; [rhe Fifth Petition thus] Ind that he 
will 5 © mercif! 11 unto us and forgive us our Sins; 
* Firth and Lait Petition thus] and that it will 


ale him £0 ive id | defend us in all ny : 
| $Shoſtly | 


Shoſtly and Bodily, and that he will keep us from 


Lord A; Pr ayer t 2 


| unto him, ſo we are bound i in Ger ade +0 Think an 


by ſhewing forth his Inſinite Pe Eons, 


Ever and Ever. 
- Lora s Py ayer, Amen ? 
ever we have in the foregoing Prever Deſired of C. 


to do, This we truſt, he will do of his mercy and 
| goodneſs through ou: Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 


| ind alte 
5 that the Glory and Pr: ſe, hich w e render unto him 
in the Doxolugy, does moſt juſtly helong unto hut ůnd 


ö therefore We lay Amen, hich ( is an Hebrew e 
: and i in Exgliſh) ſignifies as muc mas, So be it. 


} Six Petitions i genera! 7 


| Glory, the three Laſt to or Ow?! Nec. a Top ie! 
| Order Chriſt teaches us, that we al ay's « ongh: in the 
| Fir place to be concerned and zealous for G. SIN 
and nf till then to be con 
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all (in and wickedneſs and from our Shottly Enen ny 
(. e. the Devil) and from Everlaſting Death. 
What is the Dox9/0zy or Concluſion of the 


A. Foꝛ thine is the Kingdom, and the Power. ano 
the Glory for ever and eber. 
Q. What is the meaning o 
Giving Glory to God? 


his Burobög) GY Forin 15 


A We do thereby zcknodgeds, that to God Alone 
pelo: the Supreme Ds muon ver All things, that in 
him Alone i 15 the Grenteſt and an Ain 207 Pop ver, and 
that to him Alone is * the Greateſt Gl) And there = 


fore that. as we are bound by our Nec Aitic s to b. 


Praiſe him by Giving him all the Glory we can, name Ty. 
and ths | ay for 


A. Whar is the meaning of the 4 ſt word in the 


A. The meaning of it amounts 10 this. thir Whats 


Q. What is to 'be obſerved from the Order of the 


A. That the Three Firſt Petitions bel; ong 80 


cerned for or take care o. 
Our Own wants, | | | 
L. What is farther obſervable as to the P., og 
Order of Fach Petition? 4 

A. The Excellent Method in the Orde ring o 
HK. 192 
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Placing of Each Petition. For we are taught to pray 
in the firſt Petition, that God may le Glo? ified: to 
which end we are tauglit to pray! in i the ſecond Peti- 
tion, that the Geſpel may be made Enewn to and embraced 
bj all people; and in the third Petition, that 47 that 
do embrace the Go ſp-! may ive accoraing tothe Holy Rules 
eres And having thus prayed for what relates to 
God's Glory, we are then taught to pray for what re- 
I ates to Our Own Net eſſe? namely, in the fourth Pe- 
tition, that God iro:ils give ut A things ncedful both ſur 
our Soul: and Bodies; and to this end we are taught to 
pray in the fifth Petition, that he would Forgive us all 
cur Sins Paſt, witich make us Unworthy to Recs? ve of him 
what we fand in nod e; and then in the ſixth and 
jaſt Petition, that he world. Keep ut from Sinming any 
mere, and fo rendering our ſelves again Unwort hy F his 
Mere e. 
Q.. What may be Tearn'd from the Deology 7. 

| That the word Proyer is taken to fignify not 
enly Pra per Sroperly ſo callea, or a Begging of God 
what we ſtand in need of: bur alſo Praiſe or Thankſ- 

ne to God for ſuch Mercies as we have Already 
Reccived i from him; and that it is our moſt Bounden 
duty not only to pray unto Cod, but allo to Frag 


im Daily. 
8 b C TION the 6584 


Toncerning the Sacraments; 3 cou. 
ceruing the Sacrament of Baptiim. 


(Z. Bow maiiy Sacraments has Thrift ordained 
in vis Thu: = 

A Twooniy, as generally, (namely. 
Al} iche a ore f Copacity, and have Opportunity. to 
Receive thin) N 
Bap tilm and the Supper of the Loꝛd. 

2 Wh: t meant thou by this wor rd. Sacrament ? 


A. J 


in reſpe d of 


ect ſtaty to Salvation chat is to ſap, 


BaÞ 
A. J mean an Outward and Utſible Sign of an 
| Inward and Spiritual Grace given unto us, (which 
Outward and Viſible ſign was) Drdained by Chriſt 
himſelf, both as a Means whereby we Receive the 
lame Inward and Spiritual Grace, and alſo 35.2 
Pledge to aſſure us thereof, namely, of our Rece: being 


| the ſaid Spiritual Grace. 


. To begin with the Sacrament of apt; 
what is the Outward Qiftble Sign or Form in 


Baptiſm? 


A. Water, whezein the Perſon is Baptized, in 


the Name of the Farher, and of the _ “and ok the 
ho Ghoſt. 


Q. Why are we Baptized in the name of the Tat her, 


| and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt? 


4 10 Declare our Faith in God tbe Father, Son, and 


Holy Gho#t, into which Faith we are then Baptized, 
and by which we are to Hope for Eternal Salvation 


hy are we Baptized with Mater! 
A. To denote thereby the myſtical or ſpiri tual 


| Waſhing away of our Sins 1n the * aver of Reg genctation 
or Baptiſm. Ad, 22. 16 Tit. 


2 Is Wat cr-B, apt! in, when Ze can be had, ſo neceſ- 


ſary, that we cannot be Regenerated and Admitted 
into Chriſt's Church without it? 


A. It is ſo neceſſary: for our Saviour has expreſsly 


told us, that (c) except we be born of Water as well! 
| of the Spirit, we cannot enter inte the K. ngaom af Heavy: 


and accordingly we read, that tho' (d St. Paul was 


5 


called immediately by Chriſt himſelf, and by him 
declared ro be a Choſen Veſſel, 125 1 e WW a8 YEQU red fo 


be Baptized in order to wajb away Hl $:ur, a5 alfo that 


e) St. Peter declared it nece Mary that Cornelius and 


his Companions ſhould be Baptized with Hater, tho 


they had afore received the Holy G/: 1 (c) Jen 3. 5. 
(d) Ace 9. 6, 15, 1 17, 18 Ad, 22. 19 4. 16. ( n 


19. 7, „ | 
„What is h ence to be jcarnt in r=ſcrence to the 
1 ede called Lag= vers s 


„„ 

4. That they lie under a very great and pernicious 
miſtake, in thinking that they need not Mater. Baptiſin, 
becauſe they have (as they pretend) the Inward Bap- 
T:tin 6f 1 the Spirit. For it is evident, that our Savi 10Ur 
requires Maurer- B. tm as well as Spiritual Bapti ſin for 
TO quali fy wm to Enter into the K. ug dom of Heaven; and 
it is alſo evident from the foregoing Inſtance of Cor- 
ne!ins, and his Companions, that MWater-Baptiſm 1 is ne- 
ceſſa ry, even to ſuch as are already endued with th: 
Holy Spirit, in order to make them truly Chriſtians; and 
e ag that for want of Hater- Bape: ſin the Quakers 
can by no means be- wly and proper! call'd Chriſtians. 
Q. How is Mater. Baptiſin adminiſtred or perform'd? 


A. Either by D. P ing the perſon Baptized 41114 er | 2 


Water, or elſe by Pour! u or Sprinkling water upon him; 
namely , according to the Strength of the Perſon Bap- 
'rized to Bear the One or the Other, with reſpect to 
Age, Country, Seaſon, &c. 


Does the Church, of England Require perſons 80 I 


be Waben by Dipping? 
A. Yes it does fo ; . (as may be ſeen in the Rubrick 


Ir Rules of the Office to Bapt iſm and that ſo Far as | 


to allow Pour: 18 Or Spriukli * 07 It "ater, only On Sup- 
poſition that the Perſon Baptized i is too Weak to un- 
dergo Dipping without danger of Life. | 

. W! lat may be hence learnt in reference to the 
1 cop ple called ( Auabo; 57 fr or) Dippers ? 


A. Thar their S:o272t:on from the Church of England Þ : 
for the ſake of D. pink is ge es needleſs, and 


elere fore Unwarrantable : becauſe the Church of Eng- 
and does Not Deny them Dipping; and therefore they 
may keep the way of D:ppins and yet keep alſo in th: 
Cuinmunion of the CL irch. of Engl and, 
Q What is the Inward and Spiritual Grace in 
* ? 
4. It is that Holy ( f) Seed or Principle of Grace 
v dien is imnarted to and implanted in the Perſon 
Baptized by the H oy Spirit; and whereby is wrought 
n us Þ Death unto Sin and a New 1 
Big 


: wajhed aw) b) Bapt mn, and the Ha ſon Baptized being 


into a State and Capacity of Salva 
bame Our ſelves Alone, and by no means % Hrſt Pa- 
| rents, if we miſs of eternal Salvation 
nal Damnation 
| Heaven nor be Damned to Hell for Original S ar that 
Sinfulneſs of Nature we derive from - 
but only for our Own Actual Sin or fact Sin 1S as We 


151 

Gighteouſnels, that is. whereby we become (8) Dead 
70 or Freed from the Power of Sin, and are Regercs 
rated and as it were Born again, and become ch) New 
Creatures, ſo as to be Enabled (i) to Tield our Member; 
Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs unto God or to (k) Scree 
God Acceprably according ro the Terms of cheGoſpe! 
1 fay, by this Principle of Grace or Gift o the Holy 
88 ir: vouchſafed unto us. at Baptiſm we are Reg 

ted or Born azain ; Foꝛ ("tis to be known, that) in 
our Natural ſtate or as we are Deſcended from Adam 
and Eve, ſo we were (1) born i»: Siu, but being thus 
by Nature born in Sin and (© (m) the Children 
of (or Liable to God's Eternal) Wrath, we are 
hereby (namely, by the Holy Spirit in Baptiſin Regene- 
rated and Born again, and ſo) (a) made Children of 
God's Grace or Favour, being taken into Covenant 
with God, and ſo Entitled to All the Priviledges or 

Bleſſings of the ſaid Covenant belonging both ro this 
Life and alſo to the Life to come. f) Pet. 1. 21. 
i John 3.9. 150 Ros. 6. 7. (h) 2 2 Cor. „ 155 Roms 
6. 13. (k) Hes. 12. 58. 0 Pſal. 51. 5. av. Eph. 2. 3. 
n) Rom. 6. 14. Ep. 2. 4, 5 

What may be * int THONG in reference to O i- 


1 — 


| t al Sin, or that Corruption of Nature, which we de- 


rive from our Firſt Parents ts 3773 > and Eve ? 
A. 2 ha iT the Guilr of Or; S:7 being * holly 


> 


. 
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Born again of Water and the Holy Spirit, and ſo p. 


F 
— 


ion; ue can juſtly 


and incur eter- 
foraſmuch as we _ 1 ne: ther Loſe 


14 g ar! | Eye 


Our ſelves have wilfully committed and have not Re- 
: pented of. Exek. 18. 4, 30. Mat. 25 505 2 Cor 0. 
©. What is further dre able i: Acker ne to 3 * 
1 Spiritgat Grace of But = 


—— 
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1 That there is a vaſt difference between being 
D-2a4 unto Sin and being Dead in Sin. To be (o) Dea 
:u u, is, to Live in an habitual courſe of Sin with. 
out any Concern or Reſtraint, to (p) ſe or give ones 
ſelf over to Work wick: -aneſs, fo as not to hearken <:- 
ther to the Inward Checks of Conſcience or the Out ware 
Caius 8 Miniſters ro Repentauce; not to be w rough! 


upon by any methods of God's Mercy in ſparing and 


lengthening our Lives (&c.) or of his Fudgments in 


5 Viſiting us with Sickneſs, Cc. but to be as one Dea 


and fo (a) Paſt feeling or having Any ſenſe and con- 
cern for his Future ſtate and condition: Whereas 


(r) being Dead to Sin is to Renounce and inwardly 


deteſt whatever is Sinful, to have no Pleaſure or Sa. 


tisfaction in it, but to ſhun and avoid it to the utmo! 
of our power; and whenever we do fall into Sin 


through Weakneſs or Surprize, as ſoon as we conſi. 
der of it, to be Unftion:4!y Sorry for the ſame, and 
heartily and without any delay to Repent of it. In ſhort. 
to be Dead in Sin is the ſtate of one that is Uuregen 


vate; to be Dead 8 is the State of one that is 


Negencrate. (0) Epb. 2. i, 5. Col. 2. 13. (p) 1 King: 
23-25. (9) Epb. 4.19. i Tim..4.2 (r) Rom. 6. 2, 11, &. 
Q. What is Required of Herſons ro be Baptrzed 


A. Repentance, whereby they (not only Reſo/v- 


and Promiſe to, but a#ually and wit hut delay do 
kor ſake Din, · ſo as not any longer to Allow then 
ſelves in the practice of 4ny One Sin whatever, but 
forthwith to fee about Amenading whatever was afgre 
amiſs in them; and Faith, whereby they ſtedfall 


Believe {( whatever is Revealed or made Known td 
them in the Ho.y Scriptures, more 1 the 
Promiſes of God (that upon a $:ncere Rerformanc: of 


their Baptiſmal Vow, they Hall a. God's Faves 


Here and Eternal Ha mw 215 5 4; eafte 2 made to them in 
that Sacramen: of B ke [| 


Q. Who then are Infants Baptized when by rea 
lon of their tender age they cannot perform Then! 
name, Repentance and Faith? 

A. Be 


% . 
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A. Becauſe they (che Infants Baptized) promiſe th 
perform Them Both (to wir, Repentance and Faith} 
by their Sureties, which Pꝛomiſe of their Sureries 
when they the Infants come to Ige, themſelves are 
bound Actually to Perform : foraſmuch as che faid 


Promiſe contains Nothing in it, but what is the Duty 


and Jugereſt of the. Infant Baptized to perform, tho' his 


Sureties had never promiſed the ſame at Brprifn in his 


R_. es 1 | 
. Are there any Grounds in Scripture for Infant. 


Paptiſm e 


A. Yes, very Good grounds, and ſuch as are alro- 
gether ſufficient to ſatisfie Unprejudiced perſons of 
che Reaſonableneſs and Duty of it. For we read in 
Scripture, that God expreſsly commanded that In- 


fants under the Law ſhould be Circameiſed; and in 


parity or likeneſs of Reaſon God doth by the Same 
command direct Infants under the Goſpel to be Bapti- 
ved. For what Circumciſion was under the Law, the 
ſame is Baptiſm under the Goſpe!; and therefore if In- 
fants were fit to be Receiv'd into Covenant with God 


by Circumciſion, though they were Not capable of Actual 
| Repentance and Faith; then are they hkewiſe fir to be 


Received into Covenant with God by Baptiſin, tho“ 


| they are Not capable of Anal Repentance and Faith, 


Exad. 17. 10, 12. Rom. 2. 28, 29. | 

hat may be hence learnt in reference to Aua- 
baptiſt; os ſuch as Separate from our Communian on ac- 
count of Infant-Baptiſm * | SE 

A. Not only that they are Guilty of Great Weakne(; 
and Miftak? as to the Lawfulneſs of Infanr-Bapriſm ; 
but alſo (and which is much worſe ) that they are 
Guilty of a great Sin in Separating from the Communio:: 


ef our Church on an account ſo unwarrantable, as for 
Other reaſons, ſo for this eſpecially, namely, that 
Our Church does allow of Baptiſm to ſuch as are of 


Ri per years, and accordingly has a Particular office for 
chat purpoſe. : 2 8 
2. Why does the Church # England require, ow 
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the perſon Baptized ſhould have Witneſſes, or Saretiec, 


or as they are commonly called Godfarhers and Goa. 
mothers £ | : - | = | 
J. For ſeveral and weighty reaſons : 


1. In conformity to the Ancient Practice in the (s 


Jewiſh and alio Chriſtian Church. (s) Iſa. 8. 2,3. 
2. For the Better providing, that the Child Baptized 
might be brought up in the fear of God, there being 


Jour or at leaſt Three perſons More befid:s the Parent, 


(for 'tis a Groſs miſtake that the Church deſigns to 
Erclude Parents from the like care) hereby ſolemnl; 


Engaged to take care, that the Child is Religions, 


CA £ 


brought up. To which may be added 


3. That as our Regeneration or New Birth is alto- 


| gether different from our Natural Birth 3 ſo it ſeem; 


moſt Acreeable thereunto, and moſt Adviſable in o 


der to Repreſent or Mznifeſt the ſaid Difference to 


our name We are Baptized and fo Regenerated or Bo,, 
Han te God, ſhould be diſtin& from our Natural Pa. 
FENLTLS. 


are called our Fathers and Mothers after or in God, o. 


Es it is commonly expreſſed in ſhort) Godfather: and} 


(-; Zuger. 


£. But was it not Better to lay aſide Godfat hers and 


{rent ioufly perform their office? 


dient in it ſol} (is indeed a ſuthcient Argument, thi 
Hefe that do any ways Aluſe it, are highly Blamea6/:. 


Common Peeple,thar the Perſons on whoſe Promiſe made iu 


And hence it is that as the Perſons who are 
the Inſtruments of our Natural Generation or Birth art 
called our Fathers and Mothers after the Heſb; fo the 
_ Perſons that are fo Charitably Inſtrumental to our Re- 
generation or New Birth, as are our Sureties at Bapti hn, 


ot ſince there are fo Few of them that Con- 


A. The Abue of Any thing that E Good or Expe- 


and ought to do Otherwiſe; bur it) 1S NO Argument : 
that the Thing it ſelf ought to be laid aſide or not uſe} 
any longer. For then we muſt as well lay aſide Al 

Religicus duties, ſince Prayer, Sacraments, Hearing, 
2:*mns, Reading the Bible, & c. not only are Capelle 


C 
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Ling - Abuſid but are actually Aluſtd, and that very 
much by many perſons. And hence may be clearly 
ſeen the great Weakneſs of the Objections made ute 
of by Diſſeuters againſt o Church on account of Gods 
fat, Fe op ad God not hers. | 
). Since Godfather and Godmorbers are : fo expedient 
Ws Therefore ngt- to be taken away 5 hat is to be 


thought of ſuch as Refuſe t fond Godjathers or Goc 
: mothers, when defired by > | Neighbour : 26 


A. 'Tis certain that they do Ext-rehicly 17, inaſmuch 


* as they Refuſe to do One of the Greareft 4; e 
that they are Capable of doing to the Soul of 2 C 

and this perhaps on ſome frivotous Duntze, not 5 
ſay, piece of Pride; or elſe on no Better motive than 
to Avoid ſome uſual Expence in ſuch caſes: Nat, but 
that on the other ſide tis much to be Wiſhed, that 
A ſuch Expences (they being no ways Necelſary to 
the Spiri: ual Duty of a Godfath:r or Goamother, and do- 
ing only Pre dice thereto by making perſons Unwil- 
ling to Undertake them) were brought as LP. as paſt 
ble, or 2a taken away 


SECTION the Third. 


1 Concerning the Sacr amentef the Lord's Sy pper. 


2. We come iow to the O: Her Sacrament of the 


New Teſtament, and which is chmmbnty callsd Barely 


the Sacrament but more Diſtinctiy the Lord's Supper 


Tell me, w hy is ir called the Lord's Supper? 


A. Becauſe our Bleſſed Lord 7% C. riþ took occa- 


ſion to inſtitute this Sacrament the Evening before he 
was Betrayed, upon bis then Eating the Paſuver ; 
this Sacrament of the Lord's Supper being deſigned 
by Chriſt to be uſed amongſt Us Chriſti ans inſtead of 


ſeaf the Paſſover among the Few: : foraſmnch as Chriſt 


is the true Paſchal (a) Lamb and our Chrif:an (b) 


e Paſſover, by virtue of whoſe Bloud we are ſaved from 


Eternal Deſtruftion, as the (c) Iſraslites were by the 


| > uu 


5 64 5 1 
bleud of the Paſchal Lamb from the Deſtroying Angel. 
(a) John 1. 29. 1 Pet. 1. 18, 19. (b) 1 Cor. f. 7. (e) 
Exod. 12. 3, 21, 22, 23, 27. 
9. Are we Chriſtians obliged to Receive this Sa- 


crament at the ſame time of the day, or in the ſame 


poſture, wherein it was received at its Firſt Inftit tution 
or appointment * 

A. No more than we are obliged to Receive it in 
the ſame ſort of Reom or place w herrin, or with juſt the 
fame Number of per ons © or Oh * Circumſtances where- 
with, it was ar Firſt Received. As therefore the D:/- 
fe vters themſelves acknowledg,that the Sacrament be- 
ing at fi inſtituted in a private houſe, in an upper 
room, with ſuch a nnmber, &c. is No argument why 
it ſhould now be Received with the fore ſaid like Cir- 
cumſtances ; ſo for the fame reaſon They ought to ac- 
know ledg, that the Sacrament being at #7 Received 
in the Evening or about Suppey-time and in au Eatins 
| poſture, is No Argument that it ſhould be Receiv ed 
nom da) at the ſame time or in the ſame poſture. 

Wo t whatever Poſture was made ule of by the 
Apeſtiz: at the Fir Inſtitution of the Sacrament ; was 
it not Better to uſe ſome Other poſture than Kneel ing, 
ſince Fneeling is abuſed by the Papiſts to the Worſhip- 
ing of the Sacrament ? 

A. The Abuſe of Knzeling by the Papift; in worihip- 
ing the Sacrament is No more an Argument, why 
we ſhould Nut Kue at Receiving the Sacrament ; 
than the 4buje of Prayer by the Papiſts in uſing of Ic 
to their Sa is an Argument, why we ſhould Not 
pray. Beſides Any other poſture 1 is capable of Abu ſe 
28 well as Kuecling; and the Caring or Sitting poſture 
(which the Dinter contend for) is as much Abuſed 
by the Arrians ar Socinians (that 1 IS, ſuch as Deny the 
Divinity or Goah:ad of Chriſt and thereby the Founda- 
tion of the whole Chriſtian Faith) foraſmuch as Theſe 
make uſe of the S/ Poſture, out of meer Contempt 
ro our Bleſſed Saviour, and to ſhew that they Look 

upon Him only as their Fellow-Creature. 
2 Q why 
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Q. why was the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 


' ordained 2? 


A. For the Continual remembrance of the Sacri⸗ 
fice of the Death of Chriſt, and of the Benefits which 


we receive theredy 3 Namely, Our Kedemption from 
the Power of Sin and Eternal Mitery, the Purchaſe 
of Erernal Happineſs for us, Oe. 


In what Senſe ought the Remembrance «x 


| Ch $ Death to be Cate et 7 


A. Both as it 1s to be Continued till Chriſt's Second 


(d) Coming, or to the End of the World; and alto 
as it is to be Frequently celebrated, fo as that we may 
| Continually or always hay e a freih and ny Reme:n- 
brance of 1 it. (d) 1 Cor. 11. 26: 


2. How Often oughr hs 8a :crament of the Lords 5 


Supper to be Received? 


A. That it ought to be Received Often is ſuffici- 


ently intimated both by Chrift himſelf at its Fuſt In- 


ſtitution, and afterwards by St. Paul. But no Pre- 
ciſe number of times is expreſsly commanded, that: 


we might have the Mare Room to fhew the Grea: . 


of our Love to our Bleſſed Redeemer. by how much the 
Oftncr we Commemorate his Death, though We are 
not expreſsly Required ſo to do And that we are 


obliged in Gratirude, though not by Command, to 
Receive this Sacrament Frege atly, is evident from 
the Practice of the Primitive Chriſtians, ſome of 


Which Received it Dai!;, others every Sunday. And 


the plain reaſon, why Men now-adays are generally 
bo Pack ward to C ome to this Sacrament ( inſomuch 


that Some come ut at all, Some but once, Meg think 
hey do very well if they come of*ncr than onee in the 
ear) is a want of a True, Deep, He wn, and Affecli. 
nate Scuſe of the Infinite Love of Chriſt, in Dyine for 


Ne S:n5, or to ſave them from Eternal Death the Wa- 


es of their Lins, and in ofering up bnſelf 4 Sacrifice 
r being Me 2 Sin-oZering for to Expiate (that is, 
Appeaſe and Sicdsfy) God's Juſtice and Wrath for 

be Sins of the whole World: on which account it 
18 


— 
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is, that this Keren is ſaid in ov Catechiſm to 
be a Remembrance of the Sacrifice of the Death of 
Chriſt. = 
| 2 Since it it is ſo highly the Duty of every Chriſtian 
to Receive the Sacrament frequenzly ; What ſhall Sc 
do, as cannot Jo Receive it, becauſe it is not Admi- 
niſtred above :/ree or four times throughout the Year 
in the Pariſhes u herein they live? 

A. As tis certain, that God will graciouſly accept 
of the for the Dezd, in reſpect of Such as are 
Fncerely d*{irous to Receive frequently, and Cannot only 
for the Reaſon mentioned: So it is not in Charity to 
be ſuppoſed, but that upon Application their Pariſh 
Mint ſters would be very Ready and heartily Glad to 
join with them in bringing up Frequent, and at leaſt 
Monthly Communions. 


Q. You have been taught, that in every Sacra.) 


ment there muſt be Two Parts, an Outward and an 
Inward: Tell me therefore, What is the Outward 
part or ſign of the Lord's Supper? 3 
A. Bread and Wine, Both which the Lord hath 
commanded to be Received 
Papiſtt are juſtly condemned by us, for Denying the 
Cub or Mine to the Laity or Common People. 
A What is the Jaward part or thing lignified in 
this Sacrament 2? 
A. The Body and Bloud of Chriſt, which (as far 


forth as they are the Soirirua! Food of our Souls, or 


Emcacious to our Eternal Salvation) are verily and 


indeed taken and received by the Faithful oc ſuch 
as Morthily partake thereof) in the Xoꝛd's Supper. 
hat are the Benefits, whereof we (by er. 
>115 Receiving the Sacrament) are made Partakers 
4 EE: 
A. Cye Strengthening and Refreſhing of our Souls 
by rhe Body and Bloud of Chriſt, as our Bodies 
are by the Bread and wine. For as often as we 
Receive Wort h. Iy., 


Freſh Aſſurances of his Favour and Goodneſs towards Ea 
Us, ; 


on which Account the 


God does thereby give us New and 


Ax 
us, and that We are True Members of his Church, 
and fo Heirs of his Everlaſting Kingdom And by 
ſuch Freſh Aſſurances of God's Mercies to us, and Our 
Own Happy State and Condition, we are Refreſbed 


and Comforted anew in our Spiritual Warfare, and 


more and more Strengthened and Encouraged to Diſ- 


charge our Duty, and Reſiſt all Temptations, not 


only Dangers or Any other Sufferings, but even 
Death it ſelf, this being to Us thus qualified no other 
than a Paſſage to Eternal Happineſs, no other than an 
Armiſſion into the Preſence of Chriſt our moſt Bleſſed 
ä *** 

Q. You have been taught that the Body and Bloud 
of Chriſt is verily and indeed Received by the Worthy 


, Communicant, and that his Soul is thereby Strength- 


-ned and Refreſhed: Bur tell me now on the other 
hand, what befalls ſuch as Receive this Sacrament 
Unworthily ? „ 


A. St. Paul teaches us, That whoſoever fhak cat this 


| Bread, or drink this Cup of the Lord unworthilj, ſball be 
(not a Partaker of the Benefits of, but) Guilty 6; 
t Sinning againſt” the Sacrament of) rhe Body and 
| Blond of the Lord: and that ſuch Unworthy Partaking 


of this Sacrament does often bring God's Judgments 
of Weakneſs or Sicklineſs, &c. upon ſuch Unworthy Re- 
ceivers in order to bring them to Repent ance, or elſe 
upon their Inpenitence will End in their Erernal 
Damnation. | © 5 Por 
, Since tis fo Dangerous to Receive the Sacrament 
Unworth!ly, Is it not the Safeſt way to Forbear Receiving 
* AU? 5 FL | 
A. No, tis Equally Dangerous No: fo Receive 4 
al, as to Receive Unworthily, For as by Receiving 


Juworthily, we become Guilty of a very Great Sin, 
in (Not Diſcerning the Lord's Body, or in) not having 
Due Regard to the Beay and Bloud of Chrif? ; fo by 
dor Receiving as al, we become likewiſe Guilty of 
| a very Great Sin, in not having Due Regard to the 
| Expreſs Command of Chriſt, and not only fo, but to 
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„„ 
that Solemn Command he gave us juſt beforo he was Be. 
trayed, and fo to his Laſt or Dying Command, 
Again, our Saviour has expreſsly told us John 6.53. 
that except we Eat his Fleſh and Drink his Bloud, we have 
No Life in us, that is, have No title to that Salvatien 
which he has purchaſed by ſhedding his Bloud for us; 
and conſequently cannot be ſaved. Bur ſince there is 
20 Middle State between Eternal Salvation and Eternal 
Damnation ; therefore Not to be Saved is the very ſame 
as to be Damned. Whence it undeniably follows, that 
Not to Receive at all, 1s no leſs dangerous than to Re- 
ceive Unworthily, . 
Moreover, if the Danger of Receiving the Salgamen: 
Unworthily is a good Argument, why we ſhould No: 
receive at all; then the like Argument will hold a- 
gainſt Praying at all, Reading the Bible at all, Hearing 
Sermons at all, &c. becauſe Any of theſe Other Du- 
ties may be done Unworthily, and ſo be turned into 
Sin to us, and inſtead of Furthering our Salvation, may 
Further aur Damnation. As therefore the Danger of 


Praying Unworthily, &c. does not Excuſe us from the | 


Duty of Prayer, or make it Sefeſt, Not to Pray at all, 
but on the contrary makes it Neceſſary that we be very 


careful to Pray Worthily or Reverently and Devoutly ; 


ſo the Danger of Receiving the Sacrament Unworthily 
does not Excuſe us from the Duty of Receiving, or 
make it Safeſt No: to receive at all, but only makes it 
indiſpenſably Neceſſary that we take care to Receive 
wort hily or as we ought. 0 
Once more, as notwithſtanding We may Pray Un. 
worthily, and ſo by our Prayers Further our Damnation 
rather than Salvation, yet we do not therefore think 
that We ought to be thereby Diſcourag d from Prayinę 
_ at all; but do however Pray, Truſting in God's Mercy, 
that after We have Done As well as We can, He will 
_ thro” Chriſt graciouſly Accept our Prayers, tho? attend- 
cd with Imperfetiems; fo notwithſtanding We may 
_ Recerve the Sacrament Unworthily, and ſo by Receiving 
Further Our Damnation rather than Salvation, yet 


, 
* 


| Lord's Supper, and to Come Worthily : tell me, What is 


We ought not to be thereby Diſceuraged from Re. 

ceiving at al; but ought however to Receive, Truſt- 
ing in God's Mercy that after We have Done 2s well 
os We can, He will thro Chriſt gracibuſly Accept of 

our Receiving, tho" attended with Imperfettions, 

Laſtly and to conclude this Point: For Any one 

to imagine that there is Mere Danger in Receiving the 
Sacrament, than in Nat receiving at all, is in effect to 
look on the Sacrament as if it was Deſigned by Him 
that Inſtituted it, to be a Means (not of Grace, to pro- 


| mote our Sa/vazion, but rather) of Wrath to promote 


our Demnation : and ſurely This is no other than to 
Entertain Unworthy , Hard, Impious, and down- 
right Blaſphemous Thoughts of Chri#, our moſt 
Loving Saviour and Redeemer. Wherefore ſuch 
Thoughts as do thus manifeſtly tend to Pervert the 
Gracious deſign of the Sacrament, and te make the 
Cup of Salvation to be look d on as a Cup of moſt Deadly 
Poi ſon, are without doubt rhe Suggeſtions of the Devil, 
in order to Keep Men from their Duty and the Benefits 


of the Sacrament, and ſo not to be Hearkned to. 


2. Since then ir is thus neceſſary to Come to the 


required of them 
Lord's 2 


who would come Worthily to the 


A. To Examine themſelves, whether they Repent 
them Truly of rheir Former ſins, tedfaſtly purpoſing 
to lead a New Life; whether they Have a lively Faith 
in God's mercy through Chriſt > with a Thankfu! 
Remembrance of his Death; and laſtly, whether 
they be an Charity with All men. . 

Wherein does the Duty of Self-Examinatien con- 
i, and how may it be Beſt Performed? . 

A. Self- Examination properly taken is a Calling ones 
Life Paſt ro Remembrance, and Sincerely confidering | 
how far it hath or hath not been Agreeable ro God's 
Will or Commands. ET 

Now the Greateſt Difficulty of Se!f-Exam:ination 15 
at the Firſt time this Duty 5 ſet about. becauſe hn 

| | K chere 
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1 | 


there will be A the time of the Life Paſt to call to 
| Remembrance; And therefore twill be requiſite for 
Any One bez he Firſt goes about it, earneſtly to 
Pray to God 


an eſpecial manner to Aſſiſt and En. 
able him, truly and fairhfully to Diſcharge this great 


duty: and becauſe 'tis very likely to be Too much to 


be Perfectly done at One time, therefore twill be re- 


quiſite to Repeat the ſame Prayer every time he goes 
on upon the ſaid duty. And twill alſo be requiſite 


for any Common perſon to Guide himſelf in his Ex- 
_ anzination by ſome Draught compoſed for that pur. 


poſe; and, as he goes along, to write damn (if he can 
or elſe to commit to ſpecial memory the Greater and 


more Heinous Sins of his Life Paſt, as Common Swear. 
ing, Common Drunkenneſs, &c. and particularly to 
mention and beg pardon for them Every time he ſays 
_-; ns Prvent or hag es Heliveno! &Þ ho Hhokt 
Ihe Duty of Self-Exomination being the f# tim- 
thus Faithfully diſcharged, it may afterwards be very 
Eaſily and moſt punQually, and ſo Beſt performed by 
2 Daily Examination of Himſelf, Every night before 
he ſays his Private Prayers, and lies down to Bed. 
For as a Few Minutes will ſuffice to run over the 


Day Paſt ; ſo the Memory being Freſh, it will be lefs 
likely for Any Sin more than of Natural Frailty to 
Eſcape his Remembrance. And if He has fallen into 


any other Sin than of Natural Infirmity, twill be con- 
venient not only to beg pardon for it in particular, inf 

his Private Prayers that Night; bur alſo to commit 12 
| It to writing or memory, fo as not to forget to Repeat 


it particularly in bis Weekly Humiliation; (for which as 


Friday is the moſt Proper day, it being the day on] | 


which our Sawvipur died for our Sins, fo Fafting or A. 
ſtinence as State of Health will allow, is a very Proper 


_ circumſtance to be added alfo:) and again ſome ſhort 


tine (as on the Friday next) before Receiving the Sa. 
crament, when it will be Expedient Particularly to 


Repeat and beg pardon for Al the Sins above thoſeÞ*' 
of infirmity er Naturel Frailty (for which a uy Cote | 


tate and condition. 


— ns . 
Confeſſion is ſufficient) which he has fallen into, 
ſence the laft Communion, together with the Createſt and 
moſt Enormous Sins of his Whole life. . | 

Tis plain, that by this method tho Duty of Sl 
Examination may be performed, with ver) Great Eaſe 
and greateſt Faithfulneſs: and ſince tis no other a me- 
thod than what is praticed by Careful and Prudent 
Men in keeping their Temporal or Worldly Accounts, 
(it being uſual for ſuch to have their Day-book, where- 
in they ſet down their Daily Accounts; and out of 
which they Weekly tranſcribe them into ſome Other 


Book, which they again and again Review at Certain 


times;) How much more Willing ſhould Men be to uſe 
the ſame Care in keeping their Spiritual Accounts, as 
being of a nuch Greater and infinite concern to them 

Always to Know and Underſtand perfectly their Spiritual 


2. From what has been ſaid it appearing Requiſire 


to Self-Examination, to have a Right Underſtanding 


of the Difference between Sins of Infirmity and Others, 
tell me, What are to be eſteemed Sins of Infirmity or 
Humane Frailty, and What No: ? 3 . 
A. Sins of Infirmity are ſuch as ( notwithſtanding 
All the Care We can take, and therefore Againſt our 
Will) We fall into merely through Humane Infirmity 
or the Weakneſs of Our Nature ſince the Fall of Adam. 


Whatever Sins We Commit for want of ſuch Care as 
25 in our Power to take, theſe are Not Sins of Infirmity, 


but of an Higher Degree or Greater Sinfulneſs, as 
being to be cfteemed Wilfull. Thus ſuch Wardring 
Thoughts, as whilſt a Man is at Prayer come into his 
Mind Again his Mid, and Not withſtanding He takes 


Al the Care He can to the Contrary, (and which tkere- 


fore are incident to the very Beft of Men) are to be 
eſteemed Sins of Infirmity : but ſuch Handrings as are 
occaſioned by wilfu! Inattention or Gazing about ac 
Church or the like, are Nor Sins of Irfirmity, but Hi, 
Sins, In like manner ſuch Sleep as ſeizes a Man at 


Church Againſt bis Will and notwithſtanding his Eu- 


K 2 den von- 


d:avaur to the contrary is # Sin of Infirmity : Whereas 
ſuch Sleep as ariſes from our Careleſmneſs in what we 
are About, and which we do net Strive againſt but 
Give way to, is not # Sin of Infirmity but Wilful. 
Further, tho' Wandring Thoughts at Prayer may at 
Firſt be only Sins of Infirmity , as Ruſhing into our 
Minds All of a ſudden and Againſt our Will: yet if 
after that We become ſenſible thereof, We do not 
- Preſently take off (or at leaſt Endeavour to take off 
Our Mind from them, but on the Contrary Dwell 
upon them or Give them Entertainmeat in our Mind, 
they hereupon ceaſe to be Sins of Infirmity and become 
Wilfull Sins. So albeit that ſuch Sleep as ſeizes a Man 
at Church Againſt his Will or Endeavour to the Contrary, 
is at Firſt a Sin of Infirmity: yet if He finds Himſelf 
to be Apt to Sleep, He ought ro Confider impartially 
What may Occafioz it, and to Uſe Proper Means to 
Prevent it by Removing the Occaſion, as by Abating 
his Fill at Dinner, or Sleeping before He comes to | 
Church, or the like. Otherwiſe if He ſhall Continue 
to Do what He has Reaſon to look on as the Probable 
Occaſion of his Sleeping at Church, fuch his Sleep is no | 
longer a Sin of Infirmity but Wilfull, 
Now Sins of Infirmity being only the Effects of 
Orginal Sin or the Corruption of Our Nature by the 
Fall of Adam, the Guilt whereof is Waſhed away in 
Baptiſm; therefore God will Not Impute them to Dam- 
nat on. However they being in themſelves Offences | 
againſt God, ought therefore to make us Humble 
before God; and ro Confeſs and Beg Pardon for 
them in General, it being roo Difficult a Task to take 
Particular Notice of All ſuch Our Infirmities. 
Pla!. 19. 12. VVV 
Having ſeen what relates to the Duty of Self- 
Examination in general, proceed we to the Particulars 
thereof mentioned in the Gatechiſm: and the Firſt is, 
whether we Repent truly of out former Sins, &c. 
Tell me theretore, how we may know whether we 
Wi , . 
. 4, The! 


| cramenr) the ſaid Death of Chriſt, 


1 1 

The Rule in this cafe is plain and certain; 
namely, that the Tree is to be known Only by its Fruit, 
and thereby it is — * be known. He therefore that 
upon Examination finds, that he conſcientiouſly makes 
uſe of All the Means of Grace appointed by God, to 
Enable us to Reſiſt Sin, and Diſcharge our Duty; and 
that he doth not Allow himſelf or take any Secret Sa- 
tisfaction in Iny one Sin whatever: but if he happens at 
any time through Ignorance, Surprize, Natural frailty 
or ſtrength of Temptation ro Fall into Any Sin, as 
ſoon as he comes to know and conſider what he has 
done, he is unfeignedly Sorry for the ſame, and begs 
Pardon for it, and watches carefully againſt it for the 
future, and is thus Continually at Open War and upon 
his Guard againſt Sin, though he cannot perfectly Con- 
quer it; He that upon Examination finds that he 
brings forth Theſe Fruits of Repentance, may Reſt Aſſured 
that he :ruly repents. On the other hand he that upon 


Examination finds, that he doth Not bring forth Theſe 
Fruits of Repentance, muſt know that (howſoever h= 


may flatter and deceive himſelf, yet) in truth and 


reality he doth Not repent. 


©. Proceed we to the Second Point of Examination. 
namely, whether we habe a Lively Faith in God's 
mercy through Chrift, &c. Tell me, whar it is to 
have ſuch a Lively Faith? a rn LD 

A. To have ſuch a Lively Faith is fof the Perſon 


who comes to the Sacrament Fifmly to Believe, that 
| God of his Mercy through Chriſt is moſt Ready and 
| ling to Save All Mankind and fo Him in particulzr ; 


and therefore that upon his then Coming Daly pre- 
pared ro the Sacramenr, God will Actually Forgive 
him All his Sins paſt, and Renew and Confirm his 
Title to All the Benefits of Chriſt's Death both here 
and hereafter : for which ineſtimable Benefit (ro wit, 
the Means of Grace here and Eternal Happineſs here- 
after) purchaſed by Chriſt's Death he oughr moſt 
Humbly and Thankfully to Remember (in the Sa- 


2. What 


EE. ' Toons 
2. What is to be underſtood by the Third and 
Laſt Point of Self-Examinetion, to wit, whether we 
be in Perfect Charity with All men? 17 
A. To be in Perfect Charity is to be moſt Ready 
and Willing not only to Forgive All ſuch as have any 
ways Injured us, bur alſo to DOs te All men whatever, 
All the Goed we can, and that as in reſpect of their 
Bodily, ſo eſpecially in reſpeCt of their Spirit aal ſtate. 
Wherefore to Tell men of their Sins, and plainly to 
_ Forewarn them of the infinite danger they thereby 
Expoſe themſclves to; to declare Openly to Commea 
 Drunkards, Common Swearers, &c. as allo to Schiſma- 
kicks or Separatiſts from the Church of England, that 
i hey are in 4 ſtate of Damnation, is the Greateſt Charity 
that can be ſhewn them. Whereas on the other 
hand, to lat Men Aloz in their Sins, or to Do any 
thing that naturally and plainly tends to Excourage 
and Harden them in their Sins, (as Not to deny a 
Common Drunkard his Fill of Ale, to fic ſtill among 
Common Swearers without Reproving them or ſhewing 
any Diſlike, to be Familiar and Intimate with O- 
ſtinate and Reſolved Separatiſts or Diſſenters, eſpecially | 
with ſach Diſſeuting Teachers; but above all, to Give pern 
the Sacrament to Any ſuch) is the very Higheſt AX | pent 
of Uncharitablenzſs that can be ſhewn towards them. | p,ie} 
Not to mention other Particulars of Sinfulneſs that of . 
the Perſon Who thus Acts, becomes Guilty of (tho 
A. We have now explained the three General heads | obec 
of Self-Examination mentioned in the Catechiſm, as plair 
 Requiſite in order to Come Worthily to the Sacra- ;.,:. 
ment: but it being Requiſite to Come thereto with Chri 
rhe Greateſt Satisfaction poſſible, tell me further, in I 
what ſenſe ſuch as are ſo Qualificd as is above re- Bl 
quired, by the Catechiſm, ate {aid to Receive Mor. Q 
A. Tis then to be known, that there is to be di- Com 
ſtinguiſhed a twofold ſort of Worthineſ7, one of which ¶ Yum. 
may be called a Legal or Self-worthineſs; the other, a is 
Goſpel or Chrifian Warthinzſi. Now Self-warthine/- | uſe 
FF a9 | con- 


n 
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conſiſts in Perfe& Righteouſneſs or an Actual Un- 


ſinning obedience; and ſuch has been performed on- 


ly by the Man Chriſt Jeſus our bleſſed Lord and Sa- 


viour, no other Man being capable thereof ſince the 
fall of Adam: for which reaſon God of his infinite 


mercy doth Not require this Self- wort hine ſs in order 
to Eit us for the Sacrament. Nay, on the contrary, 
it 15 required that we ſhould know and confeſs Our 
ſelves ro be altogether Unworthy in this reſpe&, or 


elſe we are guilty of Spiritual Pride and ſo Unworthy 
to receive. Accordingly our Church in its excellent 
Communion Office teaches us to ſay, that Ie as not pre- 
ſume to Come to the Table of the Lord, truſting in (out 
Self-worthineſs or) Our Own Righreouſneſs, but in 
his manifold and great Mercies ; that we are Not (of or 
in our ſelves) Worthy ſo much as' to gather up the 
Crumbs under his Table, or to offer unto him any Sacri- 


fee, WE: © 


As for Goſpel Right:ouſueſs , it conſiſts (not in an 


Actual Unſinning but) in a Sincere, though Imper- 


feQ, obedience, that is, in a Sincere Defire and Actual 


Endeavour (as far as the Frailty of our Nature will 


permit) to Do the Will of God, and in a Daily Re- 


pentance for our Daily Failings, together with a Firm 
Faith that God will through the merits or for the ſake 
of Chriſt Accept ſuch our Sincere and Penitential 


| (though Imperfe@) obedience inſtead of a Perfect 
| obedience: and in this ſenſe it is, that ow Church 
plainly and truly declares, that All fuch as repcut them 
truly of their Sins paſt, have a lively aud ftedfaſt Faith in 


Chriſt, intend to lead a New Life, and are in perfect Charity 


wich 4 Men, are Meet or Worthy partakers of the 


Bleſſed Sacrament. © 


A. What may be hence learnt in reference to ſuch 
as are wont (as they think) to Excuſe themſelves from 
Coming to the Sacrament on account of their bring 


Unworthy ? 


A. Thar it is in reality or truth no manner of Ex- 
cuſe. For if thereby ſuch perſons mean, that they 


are 


7, BT 8 ge 
are Not in or of themſelves Worthy to come ; tis indeed 
true that they are Not, but then (as they can never be 
ſo) neither is it Expected that they ſbould be Worthy in 
this ſenſe : nay. to be truly ſenſible that we are Ns; 
_ ſelf-worthy is ane Main Qualification to make us Vor- 
thy in the true ſenſe. On the other hand if ſuch 


| perſons mean, that they have not « Goſpel Worthineſs, 
"tis true they are Unwortby, but ſuch their Unwer- 


 thineſs will not excuſe but; increaſe their Damnation. 
For to ſay, that one hath not a Goſpel worthineſs, is the 
ſame as to ſay, that he doth not truly repent, that he doth) 
101 purpoſe to lead a new Life, that he has not Faith ix 
God s mercy 22 Chriſt, that he hat h not 4 thankful 
remembrance of Chriſt's Death, and that be is not in per- 
fe# Charity with all Men. Now whoſoever is Thus, is 
indeed Unworthy of the Sacrament ; but then he muſt 
know that he becomes alſo hereby altogether Vuwort / 
of the Benefits of Chriſt's Death or Eternal Salvation, 
Q Bur what if after all that a Wel-diſpoſed Perſon 
can ao, he is not of himſelf Able perfectly to ſarisfy 
himſelf as to his being Worthy to come to the Sacrament * 
A. In this caſe as he hes under a Spiritual Diſtemper, 
fo he ought to betake himſelf to his Spiritual Phyficiar 
or Miniſter: and after he has (by truly and faithfully 
Anſwering ſuch Queſtions, as his Miniſter ſhall think 
roper to put to him) ſincerely and fully laid Open 
th Spiritual ſtare and condition, he (as One not abl: 
through his Indiſpoſition to make a Right judgmen: 
of Himſelf) ought to Reſign himſelf Entirely ove 
to the Guidance and Direction of his Miniſter. And 
therefore if his Miniſter ſhall ſee no juſt reaſon 
judge him Unworthy to receive, let him Receive with 
. our Any more adoe, or without Giving any Regaid 
to his Uareaſonable ſcruples, but rather Looking ©: 
them as Suggeſted to him by his Spiritual Enemy 
the Devil, only in order to Fright him from the Sacra. 
ment, and ſo to Keep him from Reaping the Benefits 5! 
ſs Gt a Duty, this being uſually the Laff Artific: 


of the Devil, when Others prove Ineffectual to this 
2 8 H. 


__ Purpoſe. 
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Q. How ſoon or at what Age ought Perſons to Begins 


to Receive the Sacrament * 


A. As ſoon as they come to Tears of Diſcretien, ſo 


as to be Able or Capable Rightly to underſtand the 


Duty of the Sacrament as to the ſeveral Particulars 


abovementioned and explained. For 'ris certain that 
the Sooner or more Early Perſons begin this moſt ſo- 
lemn duty of Chriſtianity, the more Acceptable will 
be their Performance thereof ro God, and they them- 


ſelves will be the Better ſecured from falling into the 
Sinful courſes of this World, and ſo the Better enabled 


to walk in the Commandments of God All the re- 


maining part of their Lives. Wherefore as ſoon as 


Perſons come to be above Sixteen Years of Age, they 


ought to be put in mind of this Great Duty, of the 


Indiſpenſable Neceſſity-they lie under to Diſcharge it, 
and of the Vaſt Advantage of Beginning it Beti mes. 


In order hereunto tis very requiſite that they 
fhould be Confirmed, that is, ſhould Publickly Confirm 
or Ratify the Promiſe. made at their Baptiſm and in 
their Names by their Godfathers and Godmothers, by 

taking it actually «por themſelves, and for their dit- 


charge thereof ſhould Receive the Bleſſing of the 


Spirit by the Laying on of the hands of the Biſhop and 
by the joint and devout Prayers of the whole congre- 
gation. But if it ſo happens, that Confirmation cannot 


be had without conſiderable delay, it may ſuffice thar 


Any Perſon is fincerely deſirous to enjoy the Benefit 
of Confirmation, and he may without any ſuch too 


long delay of fo Important and Neceſſary a Duty as 
Communicating come forthwith to the Sacramenr, and 
by Receiving thereof Renew in his Own Perſen or 


take upon himſelf the Baptiſmal Vow made in his 
Name by his Godfathers and Godmot hers; and obtain 


God's Grace to Aſſiſt Him in the Diſchrage of the 


ſaid Vow. | 


Indeed Receiving the Sacrament being One Principal 
Means of conveying God's Grace, and fo Enabling 
4 N 2 See the Rubrick at the end of 1 Office of Confirmation, 
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us to Diſcharge our Duty; tis highly expedient and 
moſt ſafe for ung Perſons at their Firſt ſetting out 
into the World to make uſe of This as well as of the 
Other Means of Grace, that ſo they may be the more 
enabled ro Withſtand the many and great Tempta- 
tions, which they are ſure to meet with in the World. 
Whereas on the contrary for Perſons to Delay Re- 
ceiving the Sacrament till they axe come to a Greater 
number of Tears, or ſhall have firſt made ſome conſiderable 
Progreſs in the courſe of Religion, is as Imprudent 
and Abfurd as if a Souldier ſhould refuſe to take 
along with him One of his Beſt Weapons at his Firſt 
oOnſet upon his Enemy; or as if a Perſon that hes un- 
der any Bodily Weakneſ:, ſheuld delay to uſe a Sove- 
reign Medicine for Strengthening him, till he ſhould 
have Recovered conſiderable ſtrength without it. 
Q Bur ſince there are Some, who notwithſtand- 
ing All that Can be ſaid to them, Put off, and will 
not think of, or Prepare for the Receiving the Sacra- 
went, till they Come to lie down on the Bed of Sick- 
neſs or Death bed: tell me what is to be thought of 
the Caſe of ſuch? 4 "5 


A. Since Receiving the Sacrament is a Plain Com- | 


mand of our Blefied Saviour, and therefore to Live 


in a Neglect of the ſaid Duty is to Live in a State of | 


Diſobedience and Impenitency; hence ſuch a Death- 
bed Sacrament as we are ſpeaking of, and # Deat h- bed 
Repentance may be juſtly look'd upon to be in effect 
Much One and the Same. And accordingly 'tis Cer- 
tain that ſuch as think it Enough to Repent and Re- 


ceive the Sacrament ut the Laſt, and on their Death-bed, : 
Ad maſt Imprudeatly, inaſmuch as they venture their 


Eteraa! Sal vation upon Bare, and that too IA. groundaa, 
Poſfivilty, Tis true, that God hath promiſed For- 


givenels to, and therefore will certainly Forgive the 


True Penitent, whenever it be that he truly Repents : 


but however God hatch u where promiſed to ſuch as 
ſhall Kc de to heœarken to the Calls of his Spirit and 
Miniſters to Repentance Al their li ves afore, that he 

will 
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will Grant them the Concurrence of his Spirit or 
Bleſs them in the uſe of Any Means of Grace, j«ff 
When — pleaſe, and though at the very Laſt point of 


their Life. For as for the Inſtances of the Penitent 
Thief on the Croſs, and of the Labourers called into the 
Vineyard at the Eleventh hour, the Lateneſs of their 
Repentance was occaſioned by the Lateneſs of their Call; 


and they were no ſooner Called but they hearkened 


thereto, Repented, and Obcyed; and therefore their Caſe 


was quite Different from the caſe of Such amongſt 


us, as though living within the Sound of the Goſpel, 
and from their Touth up continually Called upon, yet 
have continually put off the work of Repenrance, and 
delayed the Receiving of the Sacrament to the very 
laſt. In ſhort, a Death-bed Repentance, if it be True, 


and Then firſt Receiving the Sacrament, if it be Vor- 
thily, will even Then be without doubt Accepted by 


God: but there being No certain graunds whereby to 
judge of the Sincerity of Repentance, and of the Mor- 
thineſs of Receiving the Sacrament in ſuch a caſe, tis 

| impoſſible to have a well-grounded Knowledge, whe- 
ther the Dying Perſon doth Truly forſake his Sins, or 
Only his Sins forſake him. And on this account a 


Death. bed Repentance and Receiving Then fir ft the Sa- 


crament can afford No Warrantable Grounds for Hopes 
| of Mercy and Acceptance, and therefore No vel. grounded 


Hopes of Salvation. And thus ſuch as Pur of Re- 
pentance or Receiving the Sacrament till Sickneſs or a 
Deat h. bed, do thereby render the Meaus of Comfort In- 


effectual to themſelves at a time, When they Met ſtana 
in need of Comfort. 


2. Having ſeen the Neceffity of Receiving the Sa- 


crament, together with the Advantage of Frequent 


and Early Receiving, and the Great Danger of Re- 
ceiving Not till upon a Dearh-bed ; and having alfo 


: | ſeen, What is to be Done Before hand in order to Re- 
ceive Worthily : it remains now in the laſt place to 
| conſider, what is to be Done Aft. Receiving tho 


WY I. That 


[8] 


A. That the Sacrament obliges us to any New duties, 


which we are not obliged to Before, is a very great 
miſtake : and therefore if there be Any that Abſtain 
from the Sacrament, out of a perſwaſion that they 
are Not obliged to Such Holineſs of Life as Communi- 
cants are, they do but miſerably Deceive themſelves. 
For Every one is obliged to Do and Obey All the 
Will of God, whether He Receives or Not, and there- 
fore Afore as well as After He Receives. Receiving the 
Sacrament was deſigned by Chriſt as a Gracious Means 
(not to Encrcaſe, but) to Enable us the Better to diſ- 
charge our Duty: and therefore the Great Proper 


buſineſs After Receiving is, that we be Careful ro 
make a Right and Faithful uſe of that Grace, which 


God does moe and more Vouckſafe unto us at the Sacra- 
ment, by more and more Performing our Baptiſmal Vom, 
that is, by more and more Reſiſting and Subduing the 
Temptations of the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, 
by growing mere and more in our Chriſtian Faith, and 
Walking more and more Obediently to God's Will and 
õͤõ EC ng Ts 3 

Not that. after We have done All we Can, We are 
to Expect Ever in This life holly to Subdue and 
Conquer Our Sin, or to arrive at an Entire Unſiuning 
Obedience. No, the State of a Chriſtian upon Earth 
is a State of War or Continual Fighting with, not of 
Triumph over, our Spiritual Enemies: Tis the Pecu- 
lar Glory of the Captain of our Salvation Jeſus Chriſt, 
entirely ro Conquer and Triumph over Sin and its Au- 
thor the Devil in this Life: All that is Required of 
Us, is, that as at our Baptiſm we liſted under Chriſt's 
Banner, and became His Sonldiers, fo we ſhould be 
Faithful ro Him during this our Warfare. As there- 


fore a Souldier, tho' in undergoing many Engage- 


ments with the Enemy He may be ſometimes worſted 
and B:aten, yet if He doth nor Wilfully and Deli- 
| berately Deſert and Go over and Side with the Enemy, 
is nevertheleſs. counted Faithful to his Captain: fo 
tho' a Chriſtian in his continual Conflicts * his 
| TY” piri- 
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Spiritual Enemies may be ſometimos Overcome, yet if 


He doth not Deliberately Deſert the Banner of Holineſs 
and Give himſelf over to Wickedneſs, He ſhall never- 


theleſs be eſteemed by Chriſt as a Faithful Souldier to 


Him. | 8 | 
Further, as a Souldier that has Deſerted, if He Re- 
turn to his Colours, and by his Future Good Service 


approve Himſelf to be Truly Affected to the Intereſt 


of his Captain, is notwithſtanding his Former De- 


ſertion eſteem'd a Good Souldier and Rewarded as ſuch : 
ſo tho' a Chriſtian may be ſo far ſeduced by the 
Tempter, as Openly to Deſert for a time the Banner of 
| Chritt, yet if He Returns, and by Holineſs of Life for 
the Future approve Himſelf to be a True Penitent, He 
ſhall be eſteemed by Chriſt a Good Souldier or Servant, 


and as ſuch Rewarded. 5 wa 
Laſtly, leſt Any One ſhould be ſo far Deluded by 


the Devil, as ro Imagine that Sin (tho' Pardonable A- 
fore, yet) is Not Pardonable After the Sacrament, and 
by ſuch a wrong Apprehenſion be tempred to Abſtain 
from the Sacrament, it has pleaſed the Wiſdom of 
God to leave upon record in the Holy Scriptures a 


moſt pregnant or Convincing Inſtance that the Greateſt 
din (that is Pardonable Afore) is alſo Pardonable After 
Receiving the Sacrament; namely, the Inſtance of 


St. Peter, who within a very Few Hours After He 
had Received, and tho' He was Fore-warned, yer did 


Thrice Deny his Saviour. Now this, tho' it is an Ar- 
gument that Sin After the Sacrament is Pardonable, 
and ſo afford us true Grounds of Comfort: yet 


however is by no means to be made an Argument or 
Encouragement for to Sin After the Sacrament, accorde_ 


ing to St. Paul, Rom. 6. 1, 2. Shall we continue in Sin, 
tat Grace may Abound ? God forbid. 
To conclude the Whole, a State of Perfect Holineſ- 


or Unſiuning Obedience, tho it is to be Earneſtly Deſired 
and Endeavoured after in this World, yet the Attain- 


ment and Enjoyment of it is to make up Great part 


of our Reward in the World to Come. We * is: 
| | ce 
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451 to Hunger and Thirſt after perfect Righteouſneſs i in 
this Preſent Life, but to be Filled therewith is Reſerved 
= Conſiderable Part of our Happineſs in the next, 
And indeed tis the conſideration of the Happineſs 

of an Unſinning State and Condition, as well as of Glory ; 
4nd Immortality, which makes All Truly Pious and C; 
| DevourPecſons ſo * Deſi re _ Long after C, 
5 . C: 


For which Bleſſed 3 of Per fect Holineſs > fo of | m 
Perfect Happineſs may All, that are Called thereto, 
and have been Baptized into the Chriſtian Faith, 
_ duly Prepare and Fir themſelves by Sincerely I 
Following after Holineſs here, in a Conſcientious || _ 
and Faithful Uſe of the Means of Grace, and par- Pa 
_ ticularly of Recex@ing the Sacrament. For which 
Means of Grace here, and Hope of Glory hereafter, Pr 
All Honour, Praiſe, and 1 be aſcri- 
bed unto God the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, now and for Ever. Ame. thi 
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